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f)auA*ial 


a  march  of  ideas  for  the  Ides  of  March 

The  month  of  March  is  a  blustery,  wintery 
one  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  it  is  also  a 
very  significant  one  to  numismatists.  For  it 
was  exactly  33  years  ago,  in  1933,  that  gold 
was  withdrawn  from  circulation  in  the  United 
States.  We  have  chosen  this  month’s  cover  coin 
as  a  special  kind  of  memorial  to  this  event  ; 
it  is  none  other  than  the  presumably  unique 
1933  520  gold  piece.  Possession  of  this  coin 
is  illegal  since  the  issue  was  not  released 
before  all  gold  was  called  in,  yet  the  specimen 
shown  resides  in  the  Smithsonian’s  beautiful 
collection.  Secret  Service,  anyone?  .  .  . 


The  prolific  prose  of  LYNN  GLASER  greets 
Journal  readers  once  more  this  month,  giving 
the  dope  on  Ben  Franklin’s  treasure-hunting 
intrigues  which  we  mentioned  last  December 
would  be  coming.  .  . 


Journal  readers  will  recall  with  distinct 
pleasure  a  special  feature  called  The  First 
Coin  Collector  presented  a  few  months  back. 
Author  JAMES  McGREGOR  has  once  more  shattered 
the  calm  of  these  pages  with  The  First  Shrapnel. 
BOB  WILLEY  is  again  on  hand  in  North  of  the 
Border  with  a  discourse  on  the  private  tokens 
of  Lower  Canada,  and  Journal  Managing  Editor 
K.  E.  BRESSETT's  Sterling  Commentary  brings  to 
light  the  story  of  England’s  coin  shortage  and 
the  problems  it  caused  there.  Akin  to  this  is 
ERNESTO  0.  ARAUJO  VILLAGRAN's  sequel  to  his 
story  of  last  month  on  the  great  Uruguayan 
coin  shortage  as  he  shows  the  new  fractional 
paper  money  now  being  issued.  .  . 

PAPER  MONEY  DEP’T.  .  .  .  This  is  a  growing 
field,  and  more  information  is  being  researched 
constantly.  A  shining  example  is  the  work  on 
Paper  Money  Overprints  by  ARTHUR  MATZ  being 
brought  to  a  gratifying  close  this  month.  We 
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are  also  in  receipt  of  material  by  familiar 
Journal  writers  V.  L.  BIGSBY  and  WALT  MASON  that 
ought  to  tickle  the  fancy  of  everyone.  These 
will  be  COMING  SOON.  .  . 

As  promised  last  month,  the  unpredictable 
HORACE  BULL  returns  in  a  bullish  mood  to  give 
us  a  stirring  saga  of  Queen  Anne  in  Uneasy 
Lies  The  Head.  And  our  own  R.  S.  YEOMAN  brings 
us  his  Guide  Line  which  features  news  on 
market  activities  of  interest  to  all.  .  . 

NEW  FROM  WHITMAN  .  .  .  the  third  revised 
edition  of  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens  by 
experts  GEQRGE  and  MELVIN  FULD,  in  its  usual 
format  as  part  of  the  Collectors  Reference 
Series — and  many  more  projects  in  the  works.  .  . 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 

Your  fo ins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 
ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 

HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 

95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:-201 -656-2266 
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FIVE  OUTSTANDING  DISPLAY  PANELS 
DESIGNED  FOR  THE  NEW  CLAD-COINAGE 
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ANCO'S  new  1200  series 
features  .  .  .  five  outstand¬ 
ing  display  panels  designed 
specifically  for  the  new 
United  States  clad  coinage. 
The  new  coinage  is  unique 
because  of  its  unprece¬ 
dented  3  layer  structure. 
These  holders  permit  you 
to  view  the  rim  and  layers 
of  metal  without  removing 
the  coins.  Each  panel  is 
protected  by  a  heavy  8 
gauge  German  vinyl  sleeve. 

COLORFUL:  Each  holder 
is  printed  in  five  bright 
colors  with  the  flag  and 
coat  of  arms  in  full  orig¬ 
inal  color. 

INFORMATIVE:  Pertinent 
data  on  both  sides  tells 
why  new  metal  was  needed 
and  what  the  new  compo¬ 
sitions  are. 

ATTRACTIVE:  With  flag, 
coat  of  arms  &  descriptive 
illustrations. 


5  DIFFERENT  CLAD-COIN  PANELS 


1200A — The  United  States  of  America, 
complete  coinage  of  1965.  Tells  why 
the  New  coins  were  necessary  and 
shows  the  compositions  of  the  different 
layers. 

1200B — (illustrated)  Features  the  three 
new  coins  with  illustrations  of  the  new 
metals.  Complete  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  clad  coinage  is  included. 
1200C — Holds  six  coins  .  .  .  the  old  and 
the  new.  Two  halves,  quarters,  and 
dimes.  The  descriptive  information  given 
makes  a  comparison  between  the  silver 
coinage  of  the  past  and  today's  issues. 
1200D — For  display  of  the  two  Kennedy 


halves.  The  1964  silver  and  the  1965 
clad  design,  each  a  different  type. 

1200E — A  three  coin  panel  for  half  dol¬ 
lars.  Holds  one  Franklin  and  the  two 
Kennedys.  Featured  is  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  has  issued  three  different 
types  of  half  dollars  in  three  con¬ 
secutive  years.  A  complete  description 
of  each  is  given. 


only 


35 


C 


each 


ANCO  Creative  Coin  Merchandisers 


TW  205  766-3931 


4320  Huntsville  Road 


Florence,  Alabama 
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This  month  we  are  featuring  reviews  by  two  guest  reviewers. 


Billetes  (le  Mexico  (Mexican  Paper  Money),  by  Carlos  Gaytan.  Edi¬ 
torial  Diana,  S.  A.,  Mexico  City,  1965,  first  edition;  large  octavo,  290 
pages  (including  139  pages  of  illus.),  soft  cover,  35  Pesos  ($2.80)  in 
Mexico  City. 

Since  foreign  paper  money  and  Mexican  numismatic  items  are  both 
vigorous  and  growing  branches  of  coin  collecting,  the  confluence  of 
these  trends  has  generated  sufficient  interest  to  bring  another  com¬ 
prehensive  catalog  of  Mexican  paper  money  into  the  field.  To  those 
familiar  with  the  Gaytan-Utberg  1963  catalog,  the  need  for  com¬ 
parison  will  be  immediately  apparent,  since  both  works  have  attempted 
to  complete  the  same  task  with  much  the  same  outward  appearance. 

First,  the  format:  the  present  volume  is  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the 
earlier  one;  the  illustrations  are  grouped  together  as  the  final  section 
of  the  book,  and  their  overall  clarity  is  somewhat  better  than 
the  earlier  volume;  the  paper  used  for  the  introduction  and  listings 
is  of  poor  quality,  and  the  binding  is  so  inadequate  that  the  pages 
began  to  separate  with  the  first  ( (gentle!)  use  of  the  book. 

Organizationally,  this  catalog  shows  the  superior  authority  of  the 
expert,  who  not  only  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  material  himself, 
but  also  had  the  assistance  of  the  most  experienced  collectors  and 
dealers  in  Mexico  and  their  vast  aggregations  of  notes.  All  of  the  notes 
and  cartones  are  listed  chronologically  by  state  of  issue,  also  alpha¬ 
betically  by  city  of  issue  where  many  notes  appear  in  one  short  span 
of  time;  this  arrangement  insures  the  natural  separation  of  regular 
from  Revolutionary  issues  (in  the  introduction  Sr.  Gaytan  suggests 
July,  1913  as  the  dividing  point).  Incidentally,  the  work  is  entirely  in 
Spanish,  and  it  took  this  reviewer  several  days  to  plow  through  it, 
cross-language  dictionary  in  constant  use — as  a  result,  probably  90% 
of  it  was  translated  with  reasonable  accuracy,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  lack  of  understanding  of  the  balance  has  not  caused  the  value  of 
this  work  to  be  misinterpreted  or  misjudged. 

Sr.  Gaytan  gives  full  exposure  to  the  difficulty  that  has  been  en¬ 
countered  in  the  definition  and  classification  of  cartones,  and  suggests 
as  a  practical  solution  that  all  monetary  media  of  exchange  that  are 
printed,  lithographed,  or  handwritten  on  paper  or  like  materials 
should  be  considered  as  banknotes,  leaving  those  on  small  cardboard 
as  cartones,  which  are  also  included  under  each  state  listing  as  a  final 
sub-grouping;  illustrations  of  these  small-change  substitutes  are  seg¬ 
regated  on  the  final  47  pages.  However,  in  at  least  one  case,  that  of 
a  set  of  five  interesting  Durango  pieces  from  the  Topia  Mines  (DGO 
15-18a),  the  probable  chronological  period  of  origin  has  caused  these 
to  be  listed  and  pictured  among  the  regular  banknotes,  although  they 
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are  of  heavy  cardboard  (and  the  text  itself  refers  to  them  as  “car- 
tones”)  ;  there  may  be  other  similar  cases. 

The  listings  in  this  book  are  done  with  a  view  toward  being  histor¬ 
ically  informative  rather  than  as  simply  a  means  for  identification  and 
evaluation,  as  was  the  case  in  the  earlier  work  cited  above.  There  is 
greater  completeness  here  also;  several  examples  known  to  this  re¬ 
viewer  which  did  not  appear  at  all  in  the  1963  work  are  listed  and 
illustrated  in  this  one.  All  notes  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  are  so  designated  in  the  text. 

Prices  in  this  catalog  differ  greatly  in  many  cases  from  those  used 
in  the  earlier  book.  Quite  a  few  of  the  Revolutionary  issues  are  con¬ 
siderably  lower  (i.e.,  a  drop  from  a  previous  listing  at  $2.00  to  a 
present  16<jQ,  while  a  good  number  of  the  early  issues,  particularly  the 
small-sized  notes  of  the  1875-1889  period,  have  doubled  or  more  even 
as  compared  to  the  substantial  prices  for  which  they  were  listed  two 
years  ago. 

To  the  avid  collector  of  Mexican  paper  money,  perhaps  the  most  re¬ 
warding  section  of  this  whole  book  is  the  10-page  introduction.  In  it, 
Sr.  Gaytan  has  illuminated  many  of  the  previously  veiled  facets  of 
knowledge  regarding  background  and  collecting  angles;  it  is  laced 
with  gentle  humor  and  intelligent  commonsense  suggestions,  both  of 
which  enliven  and  enrich  the  reader  while  also  informing  him  soundly 
and  sagely. 

This  new  book  is  a  basic  contribution  from  which  all  who  have  even 
the  most  remote  interest  in  the  field  can  gain  much  insight  and  perspec¬ 
tive.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that,  when  the  3,000  copies  comprising  this 
first  printing  have  been  sold,  another  edition  will  follow  in  an  improved 
binding  that  will  more  properly  complement  the  sturdy  craftsmanship 
of  the  contents.  Mort  Shafer 

Central  American  Coinage  Since  1821 ,  by  Holland  Wallace,  1000 
Nebraska  Avenue,  Weslaco,  Texas  78596,  1965.  Soft  cover,  125  pages, 

illustrated,  $2.50. 

Interest  in  Latin  American  coinage  is  pushing  ever  onward  to  new 
heights.  Evidence  of  this  is  the  almost  simultaneous  release  of  two 
separate  books  covering  much  of  the  same  series  and  information. 
Wallace’s  book  presents  historical  background  and  listings  on  coinage 
of  Central  America  from  1821  to  the  present. 

At  the  outset  it  is  apparent  that  the  book  has  been  carefully  con¬ 
ceived  and  well  laid  out.  It  begins  with  historical  background  and  a 
listing  of  coins  made  under  the  Central  American  Federation  as  a 
single  unit.  Coinage  of  this  time  was  identical  in  design  except  for  the 
mint  mark  and  assayer.  This  treatment  is  historically  accurate,  though 
possibly  confusing  to  collectors  who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
series.  Federation  coinage  might  have  been  better  placed  with  respec¬ 
tive  listings  of  the  countries  m  which  the  mints  were  located. 

Following  the  Federation  are  complete  catalogs  for  Costa  Rica, 
Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  Panama  and  British 
Honduras.  In  these  sections  major  and  minor  varieties  are  contained, 
along  with  many  illustrations  and  descriptions.  The  author  is  precise 
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and  accurate  where  possible,  and  in  certain  areas  he  truthfully  indi¬ 
cates  that  information  is  lacking  and  clarification  needed.  Most  small 
size  coins  are  illustrated  twice — in  their  normal  size  and  with  an  en¬ 
largement  to  show  their  details.  While  the  illustrations  themselves 
are  not  uniformly  high  in  quality,  many  of  them  do  achieve  their 
purpose  admirably  well. 

Included  in  the  listings  for  each  country  are  the  dates,  assayers, 
mints,  quantities  made  (when  available),  and  valuations  in  at  least 
three  conditions  for  each  coin.  Valuations  reflect  the  strong  interest 
in  coinage  of  this  part  of  the  world  though  many  are  still  well  within 
the  reach  of  the  average  pocketbook. 

The  last  part  of  the  book  is  a  two  page  section  in  Spanish  written 
for  collectors  who  speak  that  language.  Here  Wallace  presents  points 
concerning  the  value  of  Latin  American  coins  in  the  United  States, 
grades  of  condition  for  coins,  terminology,  and  notes  on  coin  cleaning. 

The  author  acknowledges  that  in  his  book  he  has  attempted  to 
catalog  certain  series  that  have  never  before  been  treated  in  such 
detail.  While  further  research  will  always  produce  more  necessary 
information,  it  can  truly  be  said  that  he  has  done  a  very  creditable 
job  with  a  most  complicated  and  difficult  task.  N.S. 


The  Coins  of  Central  America  1733-1965,  by  Charles  M.  Robinson,  111, 
San  Benito,  Texas,  copyright  1965  hy  the  author.  Soft  cover,  large 
octavo,  131  pages,  illustrated,  $2.50. 

This  illustrated  guide  provides  much  information  for  a  person 
wishing  to  assemble  a  representative  type  collection  of  the  Central 
American  countries.  The  general  collector  would  do  well  to  avail 
himself  of  this  publication  and  even  the  advanced  collector  will 
probably  find  a  few  items  of  interest  to  which  he  has  not  previously 
been  exposed.  This  is  especially  true  for  the  Spanish-American  series, 
where  some  information  not  readily  available  elsewhere  is  shown  on 
Proclamation  issues.  Various  pattern  pieces  of  other  countries  are 
also  included  in  later  sections. 

The  regular  issues  of  the  various  republics  from  the  mid-nineteenth 
century  period  to  date  are  generally  well  presented.  The  relative 
rarity  of  many  of  these  issues  is  not  yet  fully  appreciated  in  many 
cases.  As  the  number  of  collectors  increases,  coins  which  are  truly 
elusive  will  appear  on  want  lists  and  prices  will  be  adjusted  accord¬ 
ingly.  In  most  cases  the  valuations  indicated  in  the  catalog  are  on 
the  conservative  side,  particularly  for  the  early  issues.  We  have  no 
way  of  knowing  how  the  author  arrived  at  his  valuations,  as  there  is 
no  statement  to  that  effect  in  the  book;  however,  many  of  the  early 
Central  American  issues  of  choice  quality  have  been  setting  new 
auction  records  each  time  they  are  offered.  The  interest  in  collecting 
coins  of  the  western  hemisphere  appears  to  be  spreading  southward 
at  a  rapidly  increasing  rate.  There  is  much  to  be  learned  concerning 
the  coinage  of  our  sister  republics  south  of  the  border,  particularly 
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the  minor  coinage  which  has  long  been  neglected.  It  is  significant  that 
the  author  desires  to  increase  his  knowledge  and  welcomes  applicable 
comments  from  anyone  wishing  to  make  them. 

Some  improvement  could  be  made  in  the  illustrations  of  the  colonial 
coinage  as  in  some  instances  only  one  side  of  the  coin  is  illustrated 
and  in  other  instances  the  illustration  does  not  correspond  fully  with 
the  series  listed.  It  is  further  felt  that  the  cut  and  counterstamped 
pieces  listed  under  colonial  coinage  should  for  the  most  part  not  be 
considered  as  coins  of  Central  America.  Also,  other  points  of  a  minor 
nature  that  should  be  mentioned  include  incorrect  information  on  the 
Philippine  countermarks  (page  29),  a  few  poor  illustrations,  and  other 
technical  errors. 

As  this  type  of  reference  is  easily  adaptable  to  revision,  it  is  hoped 
that  Mr.  Robinson  will  periodically  release  new  information  that  is 
bound  to  come  to  light  and  which  should  be  passed  on.  As  an  example, 
one  particular  field  not  mentioned  is  a  series  of  world  crowns  bearing 
mid  to  late  nineteenth  century  dates,  counterstamped  on  one  side  for 
Costa  Rica  with  the  lion  in  circle  design;  these  appeared  around  1958. 
This  reviewer  has  always  felt  slightly  uneasy  concerning  these  coins 
and  would  like  some  information  as  to  whether  they  are  fabrications 
or  legitimate  issues. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  Robinson  for  his  efforts  which  reflect  labor 
of  untold  hours.  James  C.  Shipley 


Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  lies! 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  I'ark  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005) :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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United.  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

Some  Current 
Coin  Transactions 


In  the  November  1965  issue  I  reported  a  series  of  individual  sales 
of  United  States  coins  and  compared  them  with  the  current  Red  Book 
values.  Readers  have  told  me  that  this  kind  of  information  is  inter¬ 
esting,  so  I  am  encouraged  to  try  another,  similar  list  which  includes 
coin  values  reported  in  early  winter. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  when  coin  dealers  experience  a  pick  up  of 
interest  in  collecting,  if  not  a  great  increase  in  values.  Keeping  in 
mind  that  most  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  readers  are  in  the 
advanced-collector  category,  I  have  listed  mainly  sales  of  older 
types  as  in  my  previous  field  report.  I  must  repeat  my  November 
statement  that  there  is  no  pattern  of  value  trends,  and  that  the  prices 
are  not  intended  to  represent  a  revision  of  the  Red  Book.  These  prices 
have  been  picked  up  from  several  established  dealers,  and  are  indi¬ 
vidual  transactions.  They  are  not  auction  prices. 


Description 

19t  li  Edition 

Sold  For 

1936 

Proof  Set 

$1,200.00 

$1,025.00 

Down 

1938 

Proof  Set 

250.00 

210.00 

Down 

1939 

Proof  Set 

225.00 

195.00 

Down 

1960 

Proof  Set  (small 

date) 

50.00 

40.00 

Down 

1828 

Half  Cent 

Fine 

12.00 

13.00 

Up 

1853 

Half  Cent 

Fine 

4.50 

15.00 

Up 

1799 

Large  Cent,  Normal 

Date 

VG 

485.00 

500.00 

Up 

1802 

Cent 

Abt.G. 

8.50  (G) 

3.50 

Down 

1802 

Cent 

E.F. 

35.00  (V.F.) 

100.00 

Up 

1804 

Cent 

F. 

385.00 

375.00 

Down 

1820 

Cent  Sm.  Date 

Unc. 

65.00 

65.00 

1827 

Large  Cent 

V.F. 

14.50 

13.50 

Down 

1 856 

Large  Cent 

V.F. 

8.00 

7.50 

Down 

1859 

Cent 

F. 

9.00 

6.50 

Down 

1862 

Cent 

Unc. 

30.00 

25.00 

Down 

1863 

Cent 

Unc. 

27.00 

25.00 

Down 

100 

Common  Date  In¬ 

dian  Cents 

G.-V.G. 

75.00 

25.00 

Down 

1914-D 

Cent 

Unc. 

775.00 

625.00 

Down 

1931-8 

Cents  (Roll  of  50 

THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  MARCH. 

1966 

PAGE  169 

Description 

19th  Edition 

Sold 

For 

Coins) 

Unc. 

4,750.00 

3,000.00 

Down 

1933-D 

Cent 

Ex.  F. 

8.50 

6.50 

Down 

1955 

Cent-Double  Die 

A.U. 

350.00  (Unc.) 

375.00 

Up 

1864 

Two  Cents 

G. 

2.00 

1.75 

Down 

1871 

Two  Cents 

V.G. 

7.50 

9.00 

Up 

1865 

Three  Cents  Nickel 

V.G. 

2.25 

2.00 

Down 

1878 

Three  Cents  Nickel 

Proof 

185.00 

175.00 

Down 

1852 

Three  Cents  Silver- 

V.G. 

5.00 

2.95 

Down 

1887 

Nickel 

V.G. 

4.00 

3.50 

Down 

1931-S 

Nickel 

F. 

7.50 

5.00 

Down 

1937-D 

Nickel  (3-Legged) 

V.F. 

50.00  (F.) 

55.00 

Up 

1950-D 

Nickel 

V.F. 

21.00  (E.F.) 

14.00 

Down 

1950-D 

Nickel 

Unc. 

26.00 

20.00 

Down 

1950-D 

Nickel 

Unc. 

26.00 

19.00 

Down 

Set  Jefferson  Nickels 

Unc. 

309.00 

175.00 

Down 

1857 

Half  Dime 

V.G. 

1.75 

1.75 

1853 

Half  Dime,  arrows 

Unc. 

33.50 

33.00 

Down 

1S77 

Dime 

Unc. 

14.00 

25.00 

Up 

1S91-0 

Dime 

G. 

2.25 

2.00 

Down 

1899 

Dime 

Proof 

65.00 

75.00 

Up 

1907 

Dime 

Unc. 

15.00 

17.00 

Up 

1912 

Dime 

Unc. 

15.00 

12.50 

Down 

Common  Date  Barber  Dime 

Unc. 

15.00 

17.50 

Up 

1916-D 

Dime 

F. 

130.00 

165.00 

Up 

1926-S 

Dime 

Unc. 

250.00 

350.00 

Up 

1931-D 

Dime 

V.F. 

10.00 

7.50 

Down 

Set  Roosevelt  Dimes 

Unc. 

118.25 

75.00 

Down 

1875-S 

Twenty  Cents 

G. 

14.50 

15.00 

Up 

1875-S 

Twenty  Cents 

G. 

14.50 

13.50 

Down 

1875-S 

Twenty  Cents 

Unc. 

90.00 

125.00 

Up 

1805 

Quarter 

A.U. 

725.00  (Unc.) 

450.00 

Down 

1859 

Quarter 

G. 

3.25 

3.50 

Up 

1877-CC 

( )m£irt  er 

Unc. 

32.50 

42.50 

Up 

Common  Date  Barber 

Quarter 

Unc. 

25.00 

32.50 

Up 

1916 

Liberty  St.  Quarter- 

V.G. 

375.00 

395.00 

Up 

1917 

Quarter  Var.  I 

Unc. 

36.00 

35.00 

Down 

1917-D 

Quarter  Var.  I 

Unc. 

47.50 

42.50 

Down 

1926 

Quarter 

E.F. 

6.50 

5.75 

Down 

1932-D 

Quarter 

G. 

25.00 

28.50 

Up 

Set  Washington  Quarters 

Unc. 

1,366.80 

1,150.00 

Down 

1818 

Half  Dollar- 

Unc. 

45.00 

45.00 

1830 

Half  Dollar  Sm.  0 

Unc. 

27.50 

42.50 

Up 

1834 

Half  Dollar  Lg.  Date 

Sm.  Star 

F. 

8.50 

10.00 

Up 

1835 

Half  Dollar 

Unc. 

25.00 

45.00 

Up 

1837 

Half  Dollar- 

Unc. 

95.00 

1 10.00 

Up 

1892 

Half  Dollar 

Proof 

100.00 

140.00 

Up 

1S95-S 

Half  Dollar 

G. 

5.00 

3.50 

Down 

1913-D 

Half  Dollar 

Unc. 

70.00 

95.00 

Up 

Common 

Date  Barber  Half 

Unc. 

55.00 

85.00 

Up 

1916-S 

Half  Dollar 

Unc. 

135.00 

140.00 

Up 

1917-D 

Half  on  Obv. 

Unc. 

65.00 

90.00 

Up 

1921 

Half  Dollar- 

G. 

18.00 

19.50 

Up 

1921-D 

Half  Dollar 

V.G. 

35.00 

29.00 

Down 

1938-D 

Half  Dollar 

Unc. 

135.00 

180.00 

Up 
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Description 

19th  Edition 

Sold  F 

'or 

1949 

Half  Dollar 

Unc. 

45.00 

27.50 

Down 

1950 

Half 

Proof 

95.00 

85.00 

Down 

Set  franklin  Halves 

Unc. 

252.05 

180.00 

Down 

1836 

Gobrecht  Dollar 
Plain  Edge 

E.F. 

700.00 

850.00 

Up 

1871 

Dollar 

E.F. 

20.00  (V.F.) 

27.50 

Up 

1892-S 

Dollar 

Unc. 

500.00 

450.00 

Down 

1896 

Dollar 

Unc. 

4.50 

4.75 

Up 

1924 

Dollar 

Unc. 

5.00 

5.00 

1853 

Gold  Dollar 

V.F. 

35.00 

34.00 

Down 

1853 

Gold  Dollar 

A.U. 

47.50  (Unc.) 

39.50 

Down 

1855 

Gold  Dollar 

Unc. 

275.00 

375.00 

Up 

1874 

Gold  Dollar 

Unc. 

57.50 

57.50 

1911 

Gold  2.50 

F. 

25.00  (V.F.) 

20.00 

Down 

1911-D 

Gold  2.50 

Unc. 

450.00 

475.00 

Up 

1914 

Gold  2.50 

Unc. 

47.50 

50.00 

Up 

1878 

Gold,  3.00 

V.F. 

200.00 

140.00 

Down 

1795 

Gold  5.00,  Sm.  Eagle 

Unc. 

2,000.00 

2,200.00 

Up 

1834 

Gold  5.00  Plain  4 

Unc. 

125.00 

350.00 

Up 

1880 

Gold  5.00 

V.F. 

25.00 

24.50 

Down 

1888-S 

Gold  10.00 

F. 

35.00  (V.F.) 

26.00 

Down 

1907 

Gold  20.00  Rom. 
Num. 

Unc. 

850.00 

875.00 

Up 

1924 

Gold  20.00 

A.U. 

65.00  (E.F.) 

51.50 

Down 

1900 

Lafayette  Dollar 

Unc. 

160.00 

155.00 

Down 

1936 

Elgin  Half 

Unc. 

57.50 

40.00 

Down 

1928 

Hawaii  Half 

Unc. 

650.00 

550.00 

Down 

1925 

Vancouver  Half 

Unc. 

125.00 

92.50 

Down 

Set  48-piece  Commemorative 
Halves 

Unc. 

3,310.00 

2,450.00 

Down 

1915 

Pan-Pacific  Gold 
Dollar 

Unc. 

90.00 

77.50 

Down 

Octagonal  50  Cents  Calif. 

Gold 

Round  50  Cents  Calif.  Gold 

30.00 

30.00 

37.50 

27.50 

Up 

Down 

A  Few  Words  About  Proof  Sets 

What  has  happened  to  proof  set  prices  since  the  Handbook  ( Blue 
Book)  final  compilation  last  August?  This  is  the  market  that  has 
weathered  a  one-year  drought.  Both  dealer  and  collector  have  suspended 
that  part  of  their  interest  which  is  usually  devoted  to  the  annual  proof 
set  distribution.  We  all  sorely  missed  the  excitement  of  ordering  the 
sets  in  1965  and  it  has  left  a  sort  of  void  in  this  respect.  Foreign  proof 
set  demand  has  taken  over  to  some  degree,  but  it’s  not  the  same  at 
all.  It  would  be  something  like  substituting  the  Bastille  Day  for  our 
Independence  Day.  We  liked  our  plain  unadulterated,  brilliant,  sharply 
struck  United  States  proof  sets  and  frankly  we  very  strongly  hope  to 
soon  have  our  1966  sets  at  any  reasonable  premium.  Sure,  they  are 
investment  material,  but  aren’t  they  desirable  and  beautiful  ?  Col¬ 
lectors  who  start  in  a  year  or  two  will  think  so  too.  Shouldn’t  our 
mints  provide  their  proudest  workmanship  for  all  to  see  and  to  display 
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and  in  quantity  great  enough  so  everyone  can  be  accommodated  ? 

I  believe  the  clearest  picture  of  trends  in  proof  sets  is  the  premium 
price.  The  following  list  is  based  on  offerings  observed  in  the  months 
of  November  and  December  1964  and  1965.  Offers  to  buy,  I  feel,  are 
more  realistic  than  selling  prices.  The  trend  of  proof  set  values  is 
best  demonstrated  when  a  dealer  states  his  offer  to  buy  because  it’s 
realistic  and  has  to  be  backed  up  with  cash.  Selling  prices  carry  no 
such  responsibility,  but  the  premium  and  standard  prices  do  go  hand 
in  hand,  finally,  in  our  competitive  market. 

Here  are  averaged  proof  set  buying  prices  starting  1950. 


23rd 

Year 

Cur- 

23rd 

Year 

Cur- 

Edition 

Ago 

rent 

Edition 

Ago 

rent 

Hand- 

Aver- 

Aver- 

Hand- 

Aver- 

Aver- 

book 

age 

age 

book 

age 

age 

1950 

130.00 

180.00 

145.00 

1959 

9.00 

10.00 

7.65 

1951 

72.50 

85.00 

84.00 

1960 

Sm.  Date 

37.50 

40.00 

33.30 

1952 

40.00 

60.00 

40.50 

1953 

35.00 

40.00 

32.50 

1960 

Lg.  Date 

7.00 

7.50 

6.85 

1954 

22.50 

27.50 

22.20 

1961 

5.00 

5.50 

5.05 

1955 

36.00 

35.00 

32.00 

1962 

5.00 

5.50 

5.05 

1956 

13.50 

15.00 

12.30 

1963 

6.00 

7.00 

5.60 

1957 

7.50 

8.00 

6.70 

1964 

13.00 

12.00 

12.10 

1958 

17.00 

18.00 

15.55 

No  comment  seems  necessary  about  these  values.  They  show  a  sus¬ 
tained  strength,  which  undoubtedly  will  go  higher  during  the  next  few 
weeks.  An  announcement  from  the  Treasury  Department  about  a  1966 
proof  set  issue  would  do  more  than  anything  to  boost  these  buying 
offers. 


OVER  80  YEARS  AGO 

We  came  across  an  interesting  paragraph  in  the  January  1885  issue 
of  the  Coin  Collector's  Journal,  then  published  at  721  Broadway  in  New 
York  by  Scott  &  Company.  The  article,  somewhat  editorial  in  purpose, 
reminded  readers  that  the  Journal  had  now  entered  its  tenth  year.  It 
reads  in  part:  “We  have  no  room  in  our  columns  for  frivolous  gossip, 
numismatic  personalities,  slurs  upon  our  neighbors  in  the  journalistic 
field  of  coin  collecting  nor  any  other  rubbish  of  a  similar  sort.  If  we 
should  happily  live  to  reach  our  centennial  year,  we  should  then  have 
but  begun  to  tell  all  that  can  be  told  of  the  moneys  of  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  therefore,  deem  it  wise  to  confine  ourselves  to  our  own 
proper  sphere . ” 

Our  only  purpose  in  mentioning  this  statement  by  a  past  highly  re¬ 
spected  coin  publisher  is  that  it  comes  mighty  close  to  our  own  ob¬ 
jectives.  We  might  not  have  chosen  such  colorful  phrases  to  explain 
our  numismatic  mission,  but  we  thought  it  was  a  meaningful  arrange¬ 
ment  of  words  that  we  might  have  employed  ourselves  about  our  own 
magazine  over  eighty  years  later. 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


BAHRAIN 


Tentative  Tentative 

Catalog  No.  Value  (Unc.) 

1  5  Fils  Bronze  1965  . $  .15 


Obverse:  Date  palm  tree  within  circle,  dates  below:  1965  A.D.- 
1385  A.H.  Arabic  legend  on  top:  HAKUMAT  AL-BAHRAIN 
(Government  of  Bahrain).  Reverse:  Value  in  Arabic,  BAHRAIN 
in  English  lettering  below.  Plain  edge. 


2  10  Fils  Bronze  1965  . 30 

Similar  except  for  size  and  value.  Plain  edge. 
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HANS  M.  F.  SCHULMAN 

is  proud  to  offer  the  famous 

HOWARD  D.  GIBBS 

collection  of  siege,  cut  and  counterstamped  coins  of  the  Americas 

for  AUCTION  sale 

MARCH  18  and  19,  1966 

This  collection  is  most  complete  and  few  auctions  throughout 
the  world  containing  such  material  can  add  something  to  the 
collection. 

It  consists  of  siege,  necessity,  revolutionary  coins  of 

MEXICO 

The  War  of  Independence.  Royalists  Provisional  Mints  of  CHIHUAHUA 
.  .  .  DURANGO  .  .  .  GUADALAJARA  .  .  .  GUANAXATO  .  .  . 
SOMBRETE  ZACATECAS  and  NUEVA  VISCAYA. 

Revolutionary  coins  of  Morelos  181  I  - 1 8  1 4 
Many  counterstamped  coins  of  the  Revolution 
Coins  of  the  Congreso  Americano  and  Chilpanzingo 
The  Revolution  of  1910-1917 

Mexican  coins  counterstamped  for  use  in  Portugal  .  .  .  Brazil  .  .  .  Azores 

.  .  .  Mozambique  .  .  .  Japan 

CENTRAL  AMERICA 

Costa  R  I C  3  •  •  •  Guatemala  .  .  .  Honduras  .  .  .  Nicaragua  .  .  .  Salvador 

SOUTH  AMERICA 

Argentine  .  .  .  Brazil  .  .  .  Chile  .  .  .  Colombia  .  .  .  Peru  .  .  .  Uruguay 

ISLANDS 

Cuba  .  .  .  Puerto  Rico  .  .  .  Philippines  .  .  .  Haiti  .  .  .  Santo  Domingo 

CUT  AND/OR  COUNTERSTAMPED  COINS 
OF  THE  WEST  INDIES 

The  most  complete  collection  ever  offered  for  sale. 

WALDORF  ASTORIA  HOTEL  Donald  D'Amato,  Auctioneer 

Catalogue  release  February  17,  1966 

HANS  M.  F.  SCHULMAN 

545  Fifth  Avenue  New  York,  N.  Y.  10017 
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3 


.50 


25  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1965  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value.  Reeded  edge. 


4  50  Fils  dopper-Nickel  1965  .  1.00 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value.  Reeded  edge. 


5  100  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1965  .  2.00 

Similar  except  for  size  and  value.  Reeded  edge. 

According  to  Mr.  Richard  W.  Scott,  who  submitted  the  above 
specimens,  they  were  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London  and 
released  during  October,  1965. 


BULGARIA 

It  is  reported  that  a  four-piece  commemorative  set  of  coins  has  been 
made.  Denominations  are  said  to  be  2  and  5  Leva  in  silver,  10  and  20 
Leva  in  gold.  Their  purpose  is  to  commemorate  the  1100th  anniversary 
of  the  creation  of  the  Slavic  alphabet.  More  details  will  follow  as  they 
become  available. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA  —  Additional  Credit 

In  addition  to  those  contributors  listed,  we  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Richard 
Bareuther  and  Mr.  Ladislav  Sin  for  submitting  material  on  the  new  3 
Korun  piece  described  and  illustrated  in  the  February,  1966  Journal. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MARCH,  1966 


PAGE  175 


I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 


Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 


(licltasiA  Picked 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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CHINA  —  Formosa 
Sun  Yat-Sen  Commemoratives 


11  5  Yuan  Copper-Nickel  1965  . 35 

Obverse:  Head  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat-Sen  3/4th  to  left.  Legend  above: 
On  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat-Sen,  the 
founder «of  the  Chinese  Republic.  Legend  on  the  bottom:  On  the 
12th  of  November,  in  the  54th  year  of  the  Republic  of  China 
(1965).  Reverse:  View  of  the  Mausoleum  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat-Sen  at 
Nanking.  Value  below.  Reeded  edge. 


12  10  Yuan  Copper-Nickel  1965  . 70 

Similar  to  the  above  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet. 


13  50  Yuan  Silver  1965  .  1.75 

Obverse:  similar  to  above.  Reverse:  Value  in  center,  running 
deer  below,  flying  crane  above,  also  various  flowers  and  plants. 
Reeded  edge. 
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Eighth  in  a  series  of  nine,  featuring  historical  cities 
in  Israel 


Obverse:  Modern  plane  flying  over  old  and  new  Lod.: 
Reverse:  Replica  of  a  city-coin  of  Lod,  third  century  CE. 


Bronze  45  mm  $  4  Silver  45  mm  $14 


(Mailing  included) 


Full  numismatic  and  historical  details  are  included  in  accompanying 
leaflets. 

THE  SERIES  COMPRISES  COIN-MEDALS  OF  ASHKELON,  ACRE, 
TIBERIAS,  BEIT-SHE'AN,  AVDAT,  CAESAREA,  JAFFA,  LOD, 
AND  JERUSALEM. 

The  proceeds  from  sales  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  historical  sites. 

Available  from: 

ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS 
AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 

1  1  Keren  Hayesod  Street,  Jerusalemi 
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14  100  Yuan  Silver  1965  .  3.00 

Similar  to  above  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet.  Also  two 
Gold  coins  were  issued,  of  which  we  have  only  the  impressions. 


15  1000  Yuan  Gold  1965  .  . 

Obverse:  Head  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat-Sen  to  left.  Legend  is  identical  to 
the  minor  values  but  arranged  under  the  head.  Reverse:  Value 
within  floral  ornaments. 


16  2000  Yuan  Gold  1965  .  . 

Similar  to  above  except  for  value  and  larger  planchet. 

Courtesy  Dr.  P.  I.  de  Jesus,  who  kindly  submitted  the  above 
coins  as  well  as  the  impressions  and  information. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MARCH,  1966 


PAGE  179 


NOW  IN  ENGLAND 

WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLIES 

Joseph  H.  Corbitt 

Manager  Servicing  Europe 

^ (AACkkflQJl  LTD. 

2  ST.  NICHOLAS  BUILDINGS, 

NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE  1,  ENGLAND 

Phone  21784 


NEW  YORK  OFFICE 

17-19  Sheer  Plaza 
Plainview,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 
516-694-7520 


MIDWEST  BRANCH 

2304  17th  Street 
Racine,  Wisconsin 
414-637-3441 


CANADIAN  DIVISION 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd. 

4180  De  Courtrai  St.  Suite  265 
Montreal,  Canada 
514  324-0152 


COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES ,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 
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REPUBLIC  OF  CONGO 


Recently  there  was  announced  the  “issuance”  of  a  limited  number  of 
gold  “coin”  sets  supposedly  honoring  the  independence  of  the  Congo 
in  1960.  Denominations  are  10,  20,  25,  50  and  100  francs.  3,000  sets 
were  made  in  proof.  While  the  fact  is  that  these  do  exist,  there  is  no 


reason  to  assume  that  they  are  automatically  to  be  included  in  the 
Catalog.  At  the  present  time  their  credibility  is  being  carefully  in¬ 
vestigated.  The  same  holds  true  of  the  other  gold  sets  issued  under 
the  names  of  newly  independent  African  states,  specifically  Burundi, 
Gabon,  Nigeria  and  Rwanda. 


NEPAL 


A56  1  Paisa  Brass  1955  .  . 

Obverse:  Mountain  and  rising  sun  within  wreath,  Samvat  date 
2012  below.  Devanagari  legend  on  top:  SRI  NEPAL  SARKAR 
(The  Glorious  Government  of  Nepal).  Reverse:  A  large 
Ghurka  knife  in  front,  mountain  scene  in  the  background,  all 
within  circle.  3  interlocked  rings  on  each  side,  floral  design  on 
the  bottom,  value  on  top:  EK  PAISA.  Plain  edge.  The  design 
is  similar  to  the  2  Paisa  of  the  same  date,  issued  by  Sri 
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New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price, 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .easy  to  type  on 
. ...  no  staples  to  rust 
....  .ultra-thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

.....  proven  faster  to  use 
....  .air-tighi  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


BOX  OF  100  HOLDERS 


$ 


lOO  FOR 

■\  98 


FREE 

COIN  STORAGE 
BOX  INCLUDED 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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Mahendra  and  listed  as  Catalog  Number  56,  but  has  just  re¬ 
cently  come  to  our  attention  through  the  courtesy  of  our  most 
faithful  contributor,  Lauren  Benson  of  Davenport,  Iowa.  This 
is  our  first  opportunity  to  describe  and  illustrate  the  above 
specimen. 


PERU 

A  number  of  new  issues  have  appeared  from  Peru.  One  set  was  made 
in  honor  of  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Lima  mint. 
Other  details  will  follow  as  they  become  available.  This  information 
courtesy  Clarence  Grant,  Perera  and  Company  of  Miami. 

ROMANIA 


♦. 


A17  1  Ban  Copper  1888  .  2.00 

Obverse:  Portrait  of  Carol  I  (as  King  1881-1914),  legend 
around.  Reverse:  Arms,  divided  date,  value  below.  Courtesy 
Robert  P.  Harris. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 


79  1  Cent  Bronze  1965  . 15 

Obverse:  Portrait  of  Jan  van  Riebeeck  to  right.  Legend  at 
right:  SOUTH  AFRICA  1965.  Reverse:  Two  sparrows  sitting 
on  tree  branches,  value  above  “lc”.  Reeded  edge. 


84a  50  Cents  Nickel  1965  .  1.00 

Obverse:  Similar  to  above,  but  the  legend  reads  SUID- 
AFRIKA  1965.  Reverse:  Native  flowers,  a  lily,  sterlitzia, 
agapanthus.  Numerals  50  for  value  at  right.  Plain  edge. 
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U.S.  GOLD  COINS  FOR  SALE 

Br.  Unc.  St.  Gaudens  $20.  Price  each  $50.50.  Your  choice:  1908  P  NM,  1910  P  1914  D 
1927  P.  Other  BU  Gaudens  $20.  $54.95  ea.  Choice:  1907  P  NM,  1910  D,  1926  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $20.  Price  each  $49.95.  Your  choice:  1900  P,  1904  P  1907  P  Other  BU 
Liberty  $20.  $54.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1898  S,  1899  P,  1901  P,  1903  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $10.  Price  each  $28.50.  Your  choice:  1886  S,  1888  S  1899  S.  Other  BU 
Liberty  $10.  $32.50  ea.  Your  choice:  1882  P,  1885  P,  1887  S,  1889  S,  1906  D,  1906  S. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $5.  Price  each  $20.99.  Date:  1901  S  only.  Other  BU  Liberty  $5  $21  50  ea 
Your  choice:  1879  S,  1882  P,  1895  P,  1900  P,  1903  P,  1908  P.  Other  BU  Liberty  $5.  $22.50  ea. 
Your  choice:  1892  S,  1892  P,  1893  P,  1898  P,  1899  P,  1901  P,  1905  P,  1906  P. 

Br.  Unc.  Indian  $5.  Price  each  $23.75.  Your  choice:  1910  P,  1911  P,  1912  P,  1913  P,  1914  P 
1915  P. 

Other  BU  Indian  $5.  $24.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1908  P,  1909  PD,  1910  D. 


1 943-PDS  STEEL  CENT  SETS 


5  Sets  For  . $4.95 

10  Sets  For  .  9.50 


Yes,  the  free  50c  holder  comes 
with  each  and  every  set! 


Over  the  years,  we  have  sold  many  Unc. 
rolls  and  sets  of  BU  steel  cents.  Many  of 
the  cents,  although  Uncirculated,  were 
tarnished.  We  have  recently  had  these 
cents  reprocessed  so  that  they  look  as 
good  as  before.  We  now  offer  our  Un¬ 
circulated  set,  reprocessed  to  a  nice  bril¬ 
liance,  at  these  bargain  prices.  Each  set 
comes,  as  pictured,  in  the  silver  lettered 
50^  Plastic  holder!  Guaranteed  Uncircu¬ 
lated  before  processing. 


Our  Price  $1.10 


Per  Set 


(as  pictured,  including  holder) 


BR.  UNC.  U.S.  MINT  SETS  FOR  SALE.  Each  set  is  priced  right  for  you.  Sets  come  packaged 
in  your  choice  of  plastic  snap  lok  holders  or  heat  sealed  in  proof  set  type  pouches. 


1952  PDS— 15  coins . $26.50 

1953  PDS— 15  coins .  26.50 

1954  PDS— 15  coins .  12.75 

1955  PDS— II  coins .  19.95 

1956  PD  —  9  coins .  6.25 

1957  PD  —10  coins .  5.59 

1958  PD  —10  coins .  8.65 

1959  PD  —10  coins .  5.39 


Please  add  25£  handling  on  orders  under  $5 
insured  to  you. 


1960  PD — 10  coins . $4.85 

1961  PD— 10  coins .  4.19 

1962  PD— 10  coins .  3.99 

1963  PD— 10  coins .  3.10 

1964  PD— 10  coins .  2.99 

Canadian  Sets 

1963— 6  coins .  3.59 

1964 —  6  coins .  3.39 


only.  Otherwise  everything  is  postpaid  and 


CERALD  ZAID  (A.N.A.) 

P.O.  Box  3483  Dept.  W  Philadelphia  22,  Penna. 
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85  1  Rand  Silver  1965  .  2.00 

Obverse:  Similar  to  above,  but  legend  in  English:  SOUTH 
AFRICA  1965.  Reverse:  Leaping  Springbok  to  right,  value 
below:  1  RAND,  motto  at  upper  left:  SOLI  DEO  GLORIA 
(Glory  to  God  alone).  Reeded  edge. 

The  Above  3  values  were  submitted  through  Courtesy  Jack 
Friedberg,  Coin  and  Currency  Institute  and  Gimbels  Coin  Dept. 

Apparently  South  Africa  intends  to  issue  all  denominations  in  both 
languages,  English  and  Afrikaans.  Denominations  thus  far  issued  in 
both  languages  follow:  24,  5 4,  10tf  and  20 4.  Catalog  numbers,  respec¬ 
tively,  are:  80-80a,  81-81a,  82-82a,  83-83a.  It  is  believed  that  the  rest 
will  eventually  be  issued  in  the  same  manner. 


YUGOSLAVIA  —  Croatia 

The  May,  1965  issue  of  Spink’s  Numismatic  Circular  carried  an 
article  which  included  among  issues  of  the  wartime  state  of  Croatia  a 
1  Kuna  coin  of  1941.  The  2  Kune  is  well  known,  and  was  considered  to 
be  the  only  coin  struck  by  Croatia.  Believing  this  new  listing  to  be  of 
major  importance,  we  wrote  to  a  friend  and  correspondent  who  lives  in 
Yugoslavia,  Mr.  D.  Bozovic,  to  see  what  he  could  tell  us  about  the  piece. 
His  answer  is  most  enlightening  and  revealing;  he  replied  that  the 
only  coin. put  into  circulation  from  April  1941  to  November  1944  was 
the  2  Kune  coin  in  zinc,  and  never  was  there  any  other.  During  the 
German  occupation  he  was  a  clerk  of  the  State  Mortgage  Bank  in 
Belgrade  and  often  had  to  visit  Croatia.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  during 
its  severe  inflation  this  2  Kune  coin  never  had  any  value  and  could 
not  buy  anything.  Also,  being  of  zinc  and  of  such  small  value,  work¬ 
men  resorted  to  using  it  in  various  ways  because  zinc  was  in  such  short 
supply. 

Undoubtedly  the  1  Kuna  coin  was  listed  in  good  faith,  but  in  view  of 
the  above  it  seems  reasonable  not  to  include  it  in  the  Catalog. 
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$2.10 


Postpaid 


1964-P  or  1964-D  MINT  SET 

In  Plastic  Holder 


Both 


$4.20 


These  attractive  sets  are  in  6  beautiful  colors, 


Black 


Cleai 


Yellow 


Green 


Red 


Blue 


and  include  the  Kennedy  Half  Dollar. 

ORDER  NOW  WHILE  SUPPLY  LASTS 


Orders  in  Lots  of  10  or  More — $2.00  each.  California  Residents  Add  4%  Sales  Tax 

B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 


I. 


P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213)  —  274-6217 
Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  U.S.,  founded  in  1901 

This  is  our  20th  consecutive  advertisement  in  this  publication 


Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 


Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 

Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 
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m 


Anne 

1702-1714 


Queen  Anne,  the  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  II  and  Anne  Hyde, 
was  the  last  reigning  monarch  of 
the  House  of  Stuart.  Her  health 
was  poor,  her  shape  rotund,  her 
intellect  weak,  and  her  love  life 
unorthodox,  yet  her  brief  tenure 
upon  the  English  throne  emerges 
as  one  of  the  more  significant 
decades  in  the  history  of  England 
and  of  all  Europe.  When  Anne 
succeeded  her  Dutch  brother-in- 
law  in  1702,  Europe  stood  poised 
upon  the  uncertain  edge  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  war,  England  and  Scotland 
were  independent  kingdoms  with 
separate  parliaments  swearing 
allegiance  to  a  single  crown,  and 
that  crown  itself  seemed  equally 
apt  to  pass  in  time  to  the  Catholic 


Stuarts  or  the  Protestant  Han¬ 
overians. 

In  twelve  years  time  Anne  was 
dead.  The  war  had  been  fought, 
interrupted,  resumed,  and  fought 
again  to  something  of  a  conclu¬ 
sion.  England  and  Scotland 
shared  not  only  a  single  sovereign 
but  a  single  parliament  and  a  sin¬ 
gle  flag  as  well.  And  the  crown 
had  passed,  finally  and  forever, 
to  the  House  of  Hanover. 

The  coins  and  medals  of  Queen 
Anne  tell  a  great  portion  of  the 
story  of  these  tumultuous  twelve 
years.  The  entire  story  cannot  be 
captured  in  either  a  short  article 
such  as  this  one  or  the  most  elabo¬ 
rate  cabinet  of  coins  and  medals, 
and  readers  seeking  a  more  exten- 


Croker’s  coronation  medal  with  the  ENTIRELY  ENGLISH  legend. 
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The  Queen  Anne’s  Bounty  medal  by  Croker  showing: 
three  churchmen  bowing  before  the  Queen. 


sive  treatment  of  the  subject 
might  well  refer  to  G.  M.  Tre¬ 
velyan’s  three-volume  England 
Under  Queen  Anne  for  a  defin¬ 
itive  study — and,  for  that  matter, 
for  an  example  of  historical  writ¬ 
ing  at  its  very  best.  In  the  pages 
to  follow  we  have  time  for  only 
a  brief  glance  at  several  key  as¬ 
pects  of  Anne’s  reign  and  their 
reflection  in  numismatics. 

Anne  Herself 

Anne  Stuart  became  Queen  of 
England  and  Scotland  at  the  age 
of  37.  Her  father,  James  II,  had 
been  deposed  by  Parliament  in 
1688.  The  Crown  was  given  to 
Anne’s  older  sister  Mary,  who 
ruled  jointly  with  her  husband, 
William  of  Orange.  Mary  died  in 
1694,  with  William  continuing  as 
sole  monarch  for  eight  more 
years. 

During  this  time  Anne’s  activ¬ 
ity  had  been  largely  limited  to 
pious  devotion  to  the  Anglican 
Church,  an  inordinately  intimate 
friendship  with  Sarah  Churchill, 
wife  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  the  systematic  production  of 
fifteen  children.  Few  of  Anne’s 
offspring  survived  infancy,  and 


the  last  survivor,  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  died  in  1700. 

At  this  point  the  question  of 
succession  assumed  great  signifi¬ 
cance.  The  Treaty  of  Ryswick 
(1697)  had  guaranteed  that  the 
Catholic  Stuart  Pretender,  Anne’s 
brother  James,  would  be  passed 
over  in  favor  of  Anne’s  own  chil¬ 
dren.  But  if  Anne  were  to  die 
without  an  heir,  both  a  Civil  War 
and  a  Catholic  accession  were  pos¬ 
sible.  William  foresaw  the  prob¬ 
lem  and  settled  the  succession 
upon  Sophia,  Electress  of  the 
House  of  Hanover  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  James  I.  Louis  XIV, 
the  Grand  Monarch  of  France, 
opposed  William’s  Act  of  Settle¬ 
ment  and  supported  the  claims  of 
the  Pretender.  Other  political 
aspects  combined  to  make  a  fresh 
outbreak  of  war  with  France  in¬ 
evitable,  and  William’s  reign 
drew  to  a  close  with  the  nations 
of  Europe  gingerly  choosing  up 
sides.  At  this  point  William  died; 
who  could  blame  him? 

Entirely  English  was  the 
proclamation  upon  Anne’s  corona¬ 
tion  medals,  and  the  pithy  phrase 
succinctly  expresses  Anne’s  most 
endearing  feature.  She  was  “en- 
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ti rely  English’’  while  her  brother 
James  owed  religious  allegiance 
to  the  Pope  and  lived  in  France 
under  the  protection  of  Louis.  She 
was,  furthermore,  acceptable  to 
both  Whigs  and  Tories  at  a  time 
when  these  political  parties  were 
first  genuinely  beginning  to  de¬ 
velop  the  party  system  of  British 
parliamentary  democracy.  She 
was  also  charitable  and  religious; 
finally,  although  the  question  is 
rarely  raised  in  discussions  of 
monarchs,  she  seems  to  have  been 
a  “good”  person,  of  high  moral 
character. 

One  is  hard  put  to  carry  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  her  virtues  much 
further.  The  rather  attractive 
portrait  which  graces  her  coins 
and  medals  is  more  a  reflection 
of  Sir  John  Croker’s  artistry 
than  a  faithful  representation  of 
the  plump  and  mousy  Queen.  Her 
character  matched  her  appear¬ 
ance.  Incapable  of  making  a  de¬ 
cision  herself,  she  was  equally 
unsuccessful  at  selecting  superior 
advisors.  Her  great  friend  Sarah 
Churchill  shamelessly  exploited 
her;  it  was  only  England’s  good 
fortune  that  Sarah’s  husband,  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  proved  to 
be  an  excellent  soldier. 

Anne’s  mind  lacked  the  subtlety 
which  the  increasing  complexities 
of  European  politics  had  come 
to  demand.  She  decided  at  the  on¬ 
set  of  her  reign  that  Tories  were 
good  and  Whigs  were  bad, 
changed  her  mind  from  time  to 
time,  and  was  generally  unsuited 
to  parliamentary  intrigue  at  a 
time  when  parliamentary  intrigue 
was  very  much  in  fashion.  She 
could  not  follow  the  conduct  of 
the  war  and  was  probably  vague 
on  the  reasons  it  had  been  waged 
in  the  first  place. 


She  was  conscientious  in  affairs 
of  Church  and  State  insofar  as 
she  was  capable  of  comprehending 
them.  Queen  Anne’s  Bounty,  cele¬ 
brated  in  an  attractive  medal  by 
Croker,  arranged  for  the  conces¬ 
sion  of  certain  taxes  to  the 
Church.  Reviving  an  old  custom, 
she  touched  afflicted  subjects  who 
hoped  that  a  monarch’s  touch 
would  cure  them.  Since  Anne  did 
not  consider  the  royal  office  to 
have  been  granted  by  divine  right, 
a  belief  in  this  custom  of  the 
“Queen’s  Evil”  seems  inconsist¬ 
ent.  It  was  only  one  of  many 
contradictions  in  the  person  of 
this  unlikely  sovereign. 

Sickly  throughout  her  life, 
Anne  died  on  August  1,  1714. 

The  War 

“Queen  Anne’s  War”  was  the 
name  applied  by  her  American 
colonies  to  the  conflict  which 
raged  throughout  Anne’s  reign. 
Europe  knows  it  as  the  War  of 
the  Spanish  Succession.  It  was 
fought  in  America  and  Europe, 
on  land  and  sea,  and  to  no  great 
purpose.  In  short,  it  was  the  sort 
of  war  which  was  characteristic 
of  the  period,  properly  fitting 
Clausewitz’s  definition  of  war  as 
a  continuation  of  politics  by  more 
direct  means. 

The  ostensible  cause  of  the 
war  was  the  question  of  the  suc¬ 
cession  to  the  Spanish  throne. 
Louis  XIV  proposed  to  give  it  to 
the  French  Bourbon  Philip,  while 
Austria  proposed  the  Archduke 
Charles.  England  and  Holland 
feared  an  alliance  of  Bourbons  in 
France  and  Spain  and  supported 
Charles.  The  sundry  German  and 
Italian  states  either  stayed  out  of 
things  altogether  or  jumped  in  on 
one  side  or  another. 
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V  ■ 


One  of  the  many  VIGO  medals  showing  the  battle  plan. 


This  sounds  rather  like  non¬ 
sense,  and  may  well  be  just  that. 
Wars  of  this  sort  do  not  admit 
of  oversimplification.  One  would 
be  hard  put  to  explain  the  causes 
of  World  War  I  in  a  couple  of 
paragraphs,  if  indeed  one  could 
untangle  the  mess  at  all.  Queen 
Anne’s  War  is  considerably  more 
remote  from  our  contemporary 
vantage  point.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  war  was  waged  over  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe;  a 
clear  French  victory  would  estab¬ 
lish  Louis  beyond  doubt  as  the 
strong  man  of  Europe,  while  a 
stinging  defeat  would  end  his 
hopes  of  dominating  the  continent 
and  the  world. 

The  war  itself  never  touched 
English  soil,  although  an  invasion 


of  Scotland  by  the  Pretender  was 
a  constant  prospect.  The  fighting 
on  the  European  continent  took 
the  form  of  an  endless  chain  of 
marches  and  sieges,  interrupted 
by  occasional  pitched  battles. 
Each  side  celebrated  its  own  vic¬ 
tories  by  striking  scores  of  med¬ 
als,  and  each  side  just  as  zeal¬ 
ously  omitted  its  defeats  from  its 
history  books.  The  “important” 
battles  of  the  war,  then,  depend 
on  which  side  you’re  on.  English 
children  have  been  forced  for 
years  to  study  the  triumph  of 
Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene 
at  Blenheim;  although  poet  Rob¬ 
ert  Southey  might  later  use  the 
“famous  victory”  to  point  up  the 
senselessness  of  war,  Blenheim 
and  Ramillies  and  Oudenarde  and 


Typical  examples  of  the  VIGO  coins. 
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Malplaquet  and  countless  other 
engagements  took  a  permanent 
place  in  English  martial  lore. 
Irish  children,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  as  long  studied  the  Battle 
of  Fontenoy,  when  the  “Wild 
Geese,”  Irish  troops  who  had  fled 
their  homeland  after  the  Battle 
of  Boyne,  carried  the  day  for 
Louis  of  France. 

The  land  campaign  in  Europe, 
then,  was  typical  of  the  age.  For 
the  average  citizen,  the  pitched 
battles  were  least  offensive — sol¬ 
diers  simply  killed  one  another 
without  disturbing  the  civilian 
population.  Sieges,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  hard  on  the  general 
public.  But  all  in  all  the  war  was 
a  military  affair,  fought  by  sol¬ 
diers  against  soldiers,  and  one 
could  easily  live  in  France  or 
Belgium,  with  the  war  being 
fought  upon  one’s  native  soil, 
without  taking  any  particular 
notice  of  it.  The  contrast  of  this 
sort  of  warfare  with  our  modern 
atomic  wizardry  is  the  contrast 
of  a  sniffle  with  the  Black  Plague. 

On  the  sea,  warfare  included 
some  semi-piracy  in  the  West 
Indies,  the  capture  of  Gibraltar 
(one  of  the  few  pieces  of  Empire 
real  estate  still  in  British  hands) , 
and  the  Battle  of  Vigo  Bay.  It  is 
this  last  engagement  which  has 
taken  its  place  in  the  annals  of 
numismatics. 

The  story  of  Vigo  scarcely 
needs  retelling.  By  a  lucky  acci¬ 
dent,  the  British  fleet  was  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time  and 
caught  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleets  napping  in  the  harbor  of 
Vigo  Bay.  The  enemy  vessels 
were  loaded  with  gold  and  silver 
bullion  from  the  New  World.  The 
British  were  victorious,  destroy¬ 
ing  the  enemy  ships  and  crippling 
French  sea  power,  but  the  greater 


portion  of  the  treasure  went  to 
the  bottom.  The  gold  and  silver 
which  was  recovered  was  taken 
back  to  England  for  coinage,  and 
“Vigo”  was  inscribed  on  each 
piece  struck  from  the  hoard. 
Whether  all  of  the  “Vigo”  coin¬ 
age  was  actually  struck  from  cap¬ 
tured  bullion  is  a  debatable  point; 
the  haul  was  probably  not  enor¬ 
mous,  and  the  manner  in  which 
England  celebrated  the  victory 
lends  credence  to  the  theory  that 
many  of  the  Vigo-marked  coins 
had  never  been  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  Vigo  Bay.  Whatever  the 
actual  circumstances,  the  Vigo 
coins  form  an  interesting  entry  in 
the  record  of  commemorative 
coinage. 

The  war  was  ultimately  settled 
by  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  of  1713. 
The  treaty  was  better  than  aver¬ 
age.  Britain  kept  Gibraltar  and 
Port  Mahon  and  secured  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  Hudson’s  Bay  ter¬ 
ritory,  Holland  was  made  secure 
from  French  aggression,  Louis 
XIV  had  his  sword  blunted  but 
his  empire  unbroken,  and  Philip 
V  wound  up  as  King  of  Spain. 
The  Austrian  Archduke  had  to 
abandon  his  hopes  of  becoming 
Charles  III  of  Spain  and  settled 
for  being  Charles  VI  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire. 

Perhaps  the  most  enduring  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  war  derived  from  the 
Methuen  Treaty,  by  means  of 
which  Britain  secured  an  alliance 
with  Portugal.  One  of  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  pledged  Britain  to 
purchase  the  Portuguese  wine 
crop,  and  from  that  moment  on 
Englishmen  eschewed  French 
claret  and  developed  a  fondness 
for  good  Port  wine  which  con¬ 
tinues,  praise  be  to  Heaven,  to 
the  present  day. 
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Union  With  Scotland 

The  shifting  relationship  of 
England  and  Scotland  was  an 
element  of  constant  importance  in 
British  affairs  from  the  Norman 
Conquest  onward.  In  all  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  wars  with  France,  the 
threat  of  a  French  invasion  via 
Scotland  was  considerable.  The 
process  of  unification  took  a  giant 
step  forward  upon  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  I,  when  James  VI  of 
Sotland  was  crowned  as  James  I 
of  England  and  reigned  at  once 
over  both  kingdoms. 


One  of  the  1707  medals 


But  a  single  sovereign  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland  in  no  sense  con¬ 
stituted  union.  The  two  countries 
had  separate  parliaments,  sepa¬ 
rate  laws,  different  churches,  and 
occasionally  divergent  interests. 
The  tenuous  bond  survived  the 
Cromwell  revolution,  the  Stuart 
restoration,  and  the  Glorious  Rev¬ 
olution  of  1688,  but  as  time  passed 
it  became  apparent  that  it  could 
not  endure  forever.  The  Scottish 
Presbyterian  hierarchy  wanted  a 
more  complete  separation  from 
Anglican  England,  while  the 
burgeoning  Scottish  commercial 


interests  wished  for  an  absolute 
union  of  the  two  states. 

During  Anne’s  reign,  the  status 
quo  became  considerably  more 
hazardous.  The  chance  of  a 
Jacobite  uprising  in  the  Scottish 
highlands  bent  on  restoring  the 
Stuart  line  in  the  person  of  the 
Pretender  was,  as  we  have  seen, 
always  on  the  horizon.  Scottish 
Jacobitism  was  not  wholly  crushed 
until  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie’s  de¬ 
feat  in  1745  at  Culloden.  Union, 
from  the  viewpoint  of  most  of 
England  and  much  of  Scotland, 


for  the  Act  of  Union. 


was  a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished. 

Wishes,  however,  are  by  no 
means  horses,  and  one  sees  few 
beggars  riding.  The  problem  of 
getting  an  Act  of  Union  through 
the  Scottish  Parliament  was  on  a 
par  with  slipping  a  camel  through 
a  needle’s  eye.  Its  accomplishment 
stands  as  an  enduring  tribute  to 
a  combination  of  farsighted  polit¬ 
ical  acumen,  intelligent  com¬ 
promise,  and  as  demonic  a  stew 
of  Machiavellian  scheming  and 
intrigue  as  the  world  has  ever 
known.  Votes  were  bought,  arms 
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were  twisted,  pressure  was  ap¬ 
plied,  and  the  Act  of  Union  was 
carried  in  Scotland  in  January  of 
1707.  Anyone  who  is  sufficiently 
awed  by  the  knavery  of  modern 
political  logrolling1  as  to  consider 
such  activity  a  recent  phenom¬ 
enon  ought  to  take  a  closer  look 
at  the  devious  machinations  which 
brought  about  the  Union. 

The  Act  was  then  shoved 
through  Parliament  at  London, 
no  mean  feat  in  itself,  and  re¬ 
ceived  royal  assent  in  March.  Its 
effects  were  immediately  evident 
in  respect  to  coinage,  a  happy 
fact  for  the  numismatic  frater¬ 
nity. 


Pattern  halfpenny  of  Queen 

Until  the  Act  of  Union,  Scot¬ 
land  had  issued  her  own  coins. 
Scottish  five  shilling  and  ten 
shilling  silver  coins  of  Anne  were 
struck  in  1705-6,  the  former  with 
the  crowned  thistle  reverse,  the 
latter  with  the  Scottish  shield  re¬ 
verse.  Both  have  a  distinctly  un¬ 
flattering  bust  of  Anne.  After 
union,  the  Scottish  series  ceased 
forevermore,  although  the  so- 
called  “Scottish  Shilling”  was 
introduced  in  1937. 

At  the  same  time,  English  coin¬ 
age  was  modified  to  reflect  the 
Act  of  Union.  On  the  reverse  of 
the  pre-Union  coinage,  four 
shields  were  arranged  as  follows: 
the  three  lions  of  England  at  12 
o’clock,  the  Scottish  lion  at  3 


o’clock,  the  three  fleurs-de-lys  (a 
relic  of  lost  territories  in  France) 
at  6  o’clock,  and  the  harp  of 
Ireland  at  9  o’clock.  The  Union 
reverse  moved  the  fleurs-de-lys 
around  to  the  3  o’clock  position 
and  halved  the  English  and  Scot¬ 
tish  shields,  combining  them  to 
symbolize  the  Union  and  placing 
them  in  the  12  o’clock  and  6 
o’clock  positions.  A  glance  at  the 
coins  will  render  the  above  verbi¬ 
age  somewhat  more  compre¬ 
hensible. 

The  Edinburgh  Mint,  hereto¬ 
fore  occupied  with  the  striking  of 
coins  for  Scotland,  now  began  to 
produce  coins  for  the  entire 


Anne  (Peck  number  726). 


United  Kingdom.  Thus  the  “E” 
mint  mark  was  first  employed. 

While  Jacobite  sentiments  en¬ 
dangered  the  union  occasionally 
during  the  remainder  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  the  bond 
grew  firmer  every  year,  and  the 
Act  of  Union  proved  to  be  the 
most  significant  and  valuable  bit 
of  statesmanship  of  Anne’s  reign 
and  one  of  the  more  important 
milestones  in  British  history. 
The  unqualified  success  of  union, 
the  unholy  measures  used  to 
achieve  it  not  withstanding, 
might  lead  one  to  the  conclusion 
that  such  a  political  union 
achieved  through  such  a  set  of 
machinations  is  always  to  be  de¬ 
sired.  The  fallacy  of  this  assump- 
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Queen  Anne  pattern  farthing,  1713. 


tion  was  vividly  demonstrated  al¬ 
most  a  full  century  later  when 
a  very  similar  Act  of  Union  was 
forced  upon  Ireland  in  1801.  In 
this  case  the  match  was  ill-ad¬ 
vised  and  the  marriage  a  dis¬ 
aster  from  the  start,  and  it  was 
this  Act  of  Union  as  much  as 
anything  else  which  led  still  an¬ 
other  century  later  to  irrevocable 
divorce.  But  that,  of  course,  is 
another  story  and  has  rather  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  with  Queen  Anne.  We 
may  consider  it  now  only  to  point 
up  the  tendency  of  History  to  rub 
generalizations  underfoot. 

Anne’s  Coins 

While  the  After-Union  reverse, 
the  “VIGO”  and  “E”  for  Edin¬ 
burgh  provide  the  most  vivid  re¬ 
flection  of  Anne’s  reign  in  her 
coins,  other  issues  are  by  no 
means  without  interest.  Three 
mint  marks  add  a  measure  of 
variety  to  the  series.  Coins  struck 
from  silver  from  the  Welsh  mines 
bear  four  plumes  upon  the  re¬ 
verse,  one  in  each  angle  of  the 
cross  of  shields.  Other  coins  have 
two  plumes  and  two  roses  in 
these  angles,  indicating  that  they 
were  struck  from  silver  obtained 
from  a  lead  mining  company. 
Finally,  guineas  of  1707-9  bear 
the  elephant-and-castle  mint  mark 
to  indicate  African  origin  of  the 
gold. 

No  Irish  coins  were  issued  dur¬ 
ing  Anne’s  reign,  or  indeed  from 


1696  to  1736.  The  Irish  token 
issue  of  the  early  eighteenth 
century  was  a  direct  result  of 
this  omission,  as  my  article  in 
the  June  1964  Journal  relates. 
Nor  were  any  copper  coins  pre¬ 
pared  for  England  or  Scotland. 

A  copper  issue  was  planned, 
however,  and  probably  would 
have  come  about  but  for  the  death 
of  the  Queen.  Copper  had  been 
coined  extensively  in  William 
Ill’s  reign,  and  additional  small 
change  was  not  needed  at  all  for 
the  first  ten  years  of  Anne’s 
reign.  Finally  it  was  decided  to 
issue  farthings  and  halfpennies. 
A  great  many  designs  were  pre¬ 
pared  and  a  great  many  pat¬ 
terns  struck.  C.  Wilson  Peck 
illustrates  a  good  number  in  his 
excellent  work,  English  Copper, 
Tin  and  Bronze  Coins  in  the 
British  Museum,  including  one 
rather  remarkable  halfpenny  up¬ 
on  which  the  ungainly  Anne  is 
posed  as  Britannia — and  is  show¬ 
ing  rather  too  much  of  her  leg! 
Her  majesty  was  not  amused. 

Anne’s  death  prevented  the 
issuance  of  the  farthings  of  1714, 
which  were  never  officially  re¬ 
leased  into  circulation.  Many  did 
get  out,  however,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  a  lovely  myth 
grew  up  around  this  coin.  The 
general  public  came  to  under¬ 
stand  that  only  three  specimens 
of  the  Queen  Anne  farthing  were 
struck,  whereupon  the  die  shat- 


PAGE  194 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MARCH,  1966 


tered.  One  piece  was  supposedly 
in  the  British  Museum,  another 
in  the  Royal  Collection,  and  the 
third  in  limbo,  worth  a  fortune 
to  anyone  lucky  enough  to  come 
upon  it.  While  various  versions 
of  this  basic  bit  of  nonsense  cir¬ 
culated,  they  all  shared  the  charm¬ 
ing  feature  of  being  false  in  every 
possible  respect.  Since  they  were 
not  contaminated  by  even  the 
tiniest  grain  of  truth,  they  have 
naturally  endured  forever;  the 
British  Museum  still  gets  oc¬ 
casional  calls  from  delirious  souls 
who  have  come  across  “the  third 
Queen  Anne  farthing”  and  who 


Queen  Anne  1713  gold  five 


fully  expect  to  receive  the  Crown 
Jewels  in  exchange  for  it.  Actu¬ 
ally,  the  farthings  are  quite 
scarce  and  certainly  desirable, 
but  a  very  decent  specimen  can  be 
obtained  with  little  difficulty  for 
less  than  a  hundred  dollars. 

Anne’s  coins  have  been  increas¬ 
ing  in  price  rather  alarmingly  in 
the  past  few  years.  The  VIGO 
Crown  has  been  a  pace-setter,  and 
all  of  the  other  crowns  have  per¬ 
formed  well  themselves.  The 
VIGO  gold  coins  are  all  expen¬ 
sive,  with  the  Five  Guineas  piece 
an  extreme  rarity  running  well 
into  four  figures  in  price.  The 


lower  values  of  the  VIGO  silver 
series  have  also  advanced  recent¬ 
ly,  and  indeed  none  of  Anne’s 
coins  are  truly  cheap. 

Commemorative  medals,  how¬ 
ever,  are  rather  reasonably  priced 
and  quite  abundant,  especially  in 
bronze.  Some  of  the  best  of  Brit¬ 
ain’s  medallic  art  was  produced 
around  this  time,  with  every  suit¬ 
able  event  recorded  again  and 
again  in  silver  and  bronze.  These 
pieces  might  serve  as  acceptable 
substitutes  to  persons  who  balk  at 
the  thought  of  paying  several 
hundred  dollars  for  a  crown. 


guineas  of  the  last  type. 


Summing  Up 

The  more  effective  achievements 
of  Anne’s  reign  were  ones  the 
good  Queen  could  take  little  credit 
for.  She  merely  happened  to  be 
on  the  throne  when  they  trans¬ 
pired.  The  gains  of  the  War  of 
the  Spanish  Succession  may  strike 
the  modern  reader  as  small  re¬ 
ward  for  twelve  years  of  war¬ 
fare,  but  the  acquisition  of  Gibral- 
ter  and  the  improvement  of  Brit¬ 
ain’s  position  in  the  New  World 
proved  more  than  slightly  valu¬ 
able.  And  the  Union  with  Scot¬ 
land,  of  course,  was  a  supreme 
triumph. 
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The  accession  of  the  House  of 
Hanover,  so  vital  in  the  eyes  of 
so  very  many  Britons,  would 
prove  to  be  a  mixed  blessing.  A 
full  century  of  the  four  Gorgeous 
Georges,  one  worse  than  the  next, 
was  something  of  a  disaster,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  a 
Stuart  restoration  could  have  been 
worse.  Yet  the  Hanoverian  suc¬ 
cession  did  maintain  peace  and 
stability,  and  even  the  Georges 
were  a  better  choice  than  civil 
war  and  anarchy. 

One  of  Anne’s  left-handed  con¬ 
tributions  to  progress — one  which 
would  be  most  loudly  echoed  by 
the  Georges — was  the  manner  in 
which  she  facilitated  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  parliamentary  democ¬ 
racy.  Weak  rulers  have  often  had 
the  happy  effect  of  increasing  the 
people’s  ability  to  govern  them¬ 
selves,  if  only  by  default.  In 
Anne’s  case,  her  very  indecisive¬ 
ness  and  ineptitude  led  to  the 
development  of  party  politics.  In 
the  past  weak  rulers  had  taught 
Parliament  to  fight  the  Crown. 
Anne,  in  contrast,  taught  the 
politicians  to  function  in  the  ah- 
sense  of  a  Crown,  to  work  not 
against  her  but  without  her. 
While  the  schemers  and  plotters 
and  party  hacks  of  her  reign  may 
seem  unworthy  precursors  to 
England’s  great  parliamentary 
statesmen,  they  did  set  the  stage 
for  what  was  to  come — and  a  few 
of  Anne’s  ministers  did  approach 
a  certain  measure  of  greatness  in 
spite  of  themselves. 

This  argument  may  taste  slight¬ 
ly  of  that  theory  of  History 
which  applauds  all  past  events  in 
that  they  have  led  in  due  course 
to  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  a  coin  of  Good 
Queen  Anne  remains  a  relic  of  a 
vital  and  valuable  slice  of  Eng¬ 
lish  history. 
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Early  American 
Medalists  an  d  Die  Sink 


ers 


by  Richard  D. 
( Continued  from 


Kenney 

February) 


JOHN  PARSONS  AND  CO. 


Tarryall  Mines,  in  the  Pike’s  Peak  district,  were  discovered  in  1859 
and  situated  on  Tarryall  Creek.  A  contemporary  newspaper  account 
refers  to  the  gold  coins  made  by  Dr.  J.  Parsons.  These  are  the  very 
rare  21/£  and  5  Dollar  pieces  that  made  their  first  appearance  in  the 
summer  of  1861. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON 

The  fourth  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  1806-1824. 

ROBERT  M.  PATTERSON 

The  sixth  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  1835-1851,  and  the 
son  of  the  fourth  director. 

FRANKLIN  PEALE 

A  son  of  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  Franklin  (1795-1870)  joined  the 
staff  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  1833,  was  appointed  melter  and 
refiner  in  1836,  and  Chief  Coiner  in  1839  which  position  he  held  until 
1854.  In  addition  to  engraving  the  obverse  dies  of  the  Polk  and  Tayloi 
Indian  Peace  medals,  he  also  was  responsible  for  various  coin-dies 
after  the  death  of  Gobrecht  and  his  own  departure  from  the  mint. 
From  abroad,  he  brought  the  Contamine  reducing  lathe  and  the  steam- 
coinage  press  to  the  mint  where  he  is  remembered  for  many  im¬ 
provements. 

NICHOLAS  PEARCE 

An  engraver  believed  by  Baker  to  have  made  the  Victor  Sine  medal 
(no.  164). 
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JOHN  PEARSON 

A  silversmith  of  New  York  City  who  engraved  the  Columbian 
Order  medal  of  1789. 


MALTBY  PEDETREAN 


A  mis-spelling  in  early  accounts  of  one  of  the  partners  in  the  metal 
firm  of  Pelletreau,  Bennett  &  Cooke  of  170  Broadway,  New  York  City, 
who  struck  the  Erie  Canal  medal  of  1826,  dies  by  C.  C.  Wright. 

JACOB  PERKINS 


The  important  engraver  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  1766-1849.  Perkins 
was  responsible  for  the  following  dies:  the  two  Washington  mortuary 
medals,  the  Massachusetts  copper  coinage  (with  Callender)  of  1787, 
and  the  very  rare  early  pattern  Dollar. 

THOMAS  M.  PETTIT 

The  eighth  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  who  died  a  few 
weeks  after  his  appointment  by  Pres.  Pierce  in  April  of  1853. 

JEREMIAH  PLATT 

A  New  York  merchant  who  had,  according  to  Bushnell,  a  sub¬ 
contract  for  coining  Connecticut  coppers  with  Samuel  Broome. 
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THOMAS  POWELL 

A  blacksmith  of  Salem,  Oregon  who  built  the  machinery  for,  and 
probably  coined,  the  Oregon  Exchange  Company’s  ‘Beaver’  coins. 

COLONEL  REED 

Reference  is  made  by  Hickox  (p.  79)  that  a  Col.  Reed  of  Uxbridge 
supposedly  struck  the  Immunis  Columbia,  New  Jersey  and  the  Im- 
munis  Columbia,  Eagle  (N.Y.). 

JOHN  REICH 


♦. 


Born  in  Germany  as  Jacob,  Reich  was  Assistant  Engraver  of  the 
U.S.  Mint  from  about  1807  to  1817.  In  addition  to  executing  the  Half 
Eagle  and  Half  Dollar  of  1807,  the  following  important  medals  are 
either  signed  by,  or  attributed  to,  Reich:  the  Indian  Peace  medals  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison;  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  1808;  and  the 
Preble  and  Hull  medals. 


TEMPLETON  REID 

A  gunsmith  and  assayer  of  Lumpkin  County,  Georgia  who  issued 
the  first  privately-made  gold  coins  since  Brasher.  Dated  1830,  these 
consist  of  2V2,  5,  and  10  Dollar  pieces.  It  is  probable  that  Reid  cut  his 
own  dies.  The  extremely  rare  ten  and  twenty-five  dollar  pieces  that  he 
issued  from  California  in  1849  are  probably  patterns. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  MARCH,  J966 


PAGE  199 


PAUL  REVERE 

The  legendary  silversmith  and  designer,  1735-1818.  Besides  en¬ 
graving  plates  for  some  issues  of  Continental  Currency,  Revere  is 
thought  to  have  designed  the  pattern  Massachusetts  Half-penny  of 
1776,  and  the  William  Pitt  token  of  1766  (Betts  518)  that  was  en¬ 
graved  by  Smithers. 


H.  M.  &  E.  I.  RICHARDS 


Jewelry  manufacturers  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  who,  in  addition  to  their 
own  needs,  made  several  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens. 


JOSEPH  RICHARDSON 

A  noted  silversmith  of  Philadelphia,  1711-1784.  He  struck  the 
George  II  Indian  Peace  medal  of  1757  (Betts  401)  that  was  engraved 
by  Duffield,  and  also  engraved  various  oval  Indian  Peace  medals  de¬ 
scribed  by  Belden. 

GILBERT  KINDLE 

Rindle  coined  and/or  engraved  New  Jersey  coppers  for  Goadsby 
and  Cox  at  the  Elizabethtown  mint. 


DAVID  RITTENHOUSE 


The  first  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  1792-1795. 
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ARCHIBALD  ROBERTSON 

A  Scottish-born  painter  who  designed  the  Erie  Canal  medal  of 
1826  engraved  by  C.  C.  Wright  and  struck  by  ‘Pedetrean\ 

C.  SCHOLLAY 


A  nineteenth  century  artist  who  designed  the  medal  for  the  Humane 
Society  of  Massachusetts  engraved  by  C.  C.  Wright. 

ROBERT  SCOT 


The  first  Engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint  from  1793  to  1823. 
Born  in  1745  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  he  later  came  to  this  country 
and  held  the  position  of  engraver  to  the  State  of  Virginia  from  1780 
to  1782  where  he  worked  on  seals  and  possibly  paper  money.  In  the 
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Mint,  Scot  cut  the  dies  for  some  varieties  of  Cents  and  Half-Cents; 
and  various  early  silver  coins  including  the  Dollar  of  1794.  He  also 
engraved  the  Truxton  medal  of  1800. 


SCOVILL  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


One  of  the  oldest  die-sinking  firms  in  existence  today.  Organized 
in  1827  by  James  M.  Lamson  and  William  Henry  Scovill  of  Waterbury, 
Connecticut,  the  firm  reflected  the  history  of  the  country  as  evidenced 
by  their  tokens  and  medalets.  From  their  prolific  output  of  Hard 
Times  and  other  tokens  to  their  very  many  political  and  campaign 
medals,  Scovill  played  a  very  important  role  in  the  numismatic  history 
of  the  land.  Originally  named  J.  M.  L.  &  W.  H.  Scovill  in  1827,  the 
firm  changed  its  name  to  Scovill  and  Company  in  1840,  while  the 
present  name  has  existed  since  1850.  An  intimate  history  of  the  firm 
may  be  found  in  Edgar  Adams’  account  published  in  The  Numismatist 
of  1912.  (To  be  continued) 
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Read  Numismatic 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 
and  the  Treasure  Hunters 


by  Lynn  Glaser 


Until  the  year  1700  a  large 
portion  of  the  coin  which  was 
used  in  America  was  brought 
there  by  pirates.  Captain  Kidd  is 
known  to  have  buried  an  enor¬ 
mous  treasure ( on  our  East  Coast; 
a  chest  dug  up  by  a  couple  of 
boys  around  1900  near  the  estuary 
of  the  Kennebec  River  in  Maine 
contained  over  $50,000  in  pirate 
loot;  several  articles  have  re¬ 
cently  been  published  about  the 
famous  “Money  Island”  off  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland  where 
what  must  be  a  very  rich  treasure 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  an  inaccess¬ 
ible  shaft.  These  caches  are  not 
surprising.  There  are  numerous 
reports  of  the  “Brethren  of  the 
Coast,”  as  the  privateers  were 
called,  visiting  the  American 
Colonies,  of  their  deals  with  local 
business  men  and  governments. 
A  number  of  them  were  captured 
on  the  dry  land  of  Eastern  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  a  few  of  them  settled 
down  there.  The  best  way  they 
had  to  store  their  money  was  to 
bury  it,  and  in  so  doing  they  left 
a  legacy  for  generations  of 
treasure  hunters  to  come. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  annoyed  by  his  numerous 
treasure  hunting  contemporaries 
to  feel  compelled  to  give  them 
some  advice.  In  an  essay  he 
claims  to  have  gotten  a  letter 
from  “Titan  Pleiades,”  a  treasure 
hunter  who  had  been  using  as¬ 
trology  in  that  pursuit  without 
success.  The  letter  asked  Frank¬ 


lin  to  discuss  a  partnership  with 
a  clairvoyant  friend  so  that  the 
three  of  them  could  get  rich. 

Franklin  says: 

In  the  evening,  after  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  this  letter,  I  made  a  visit 
to  my  second-sighted  friend  and 
communicated  to  him  the  pro¬ 
posal.  When  he  had  read  it  he 
assured  me  that,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  there  is  not  at  this 
time  so  much  as  one  ounce  of 
silver  or  gold  hid  underground  in 
any  part  of  this  province;  for  that 
the  late  and  present  scarcity  of 
money  had  obliged  those  who 
were  living,  and  knew  where  they 
had  hid  any,  to  take  it  up  and 
use  it  in  their  own  necessary 
affairs;1  and  as  to  all  the  rest, 
which  was  buried  by  pirates  and 
others  in  old  times  who  were 
never  likely  to  come  for  it,  he 
himself  had  dug  it  all  up  and 
applied  it  to  charitable  uses;  and 
this  he  desired  me  to  publish  for 
the  general  good.  For,  as  he  ac¬ 
quainted  me,  there  are  among  us 
great  numbers  of  honest  artificers 
and  laboring  people,  who,  fed 
with  a  vain  hope  of  growing  sud- 

JThe  coin  shortage  was  a  continuous 
colonial  problem  which  after  1700  had 
been  severely  aggravated  by  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  piracy,  which  meant  less  coin  en¬ 
tered  the  colonies.  Franklin  was  quite 
concerned  with  the  effects  of  the  shortage 
and  advocated  printing  paper  money  to 
remedy  it.  This  was  done  and  Franklin 
was  given  the  contract  to  print  the 
Pennsylvania  currency. 

2A  pistole  was  a  2  escudos  piece  along 
with  the  8  escudos  or  “Doubloon,”  the 
commonest  Spanish  gold  coin. 

Philadelphia. 
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denly  rich,  neglect  their  business, 
almost  to  the  ruining  of  them¬ 
selves  and  families,  and  volun¬ 
tarily  endure  abundance  of  fa¬ 
tigue  in  a  fruitless  search  after 
imaginary  hidden  treasure.  They 
wander  through  the  woods  and 
bushes  by  day  to  discover  the 
marks  and  signs;  at  midnight 
they  repair  to  the  hopeful  spots 
with  spades  and  pickaxes;  full  of 


Gold  two  escudos  pi 


reward  him  for  all  his  expenses  of 
time  and  labor.  This  odd  humor 
of  digging  for  money,  through  a 
belief  that  much  has  been  hid  by 
pirates  formerly  frequenting  the 
river,  has  for  several  years  been 
mighty  prevalent  among  us;  in¬ 
somuch  that  you  can  hardly  walk 
half  a  mile  out  of  town2  on  any 
side  without  observing  several 
pits  dug  with  that  design,  and 


of  Franklin’s  day. 


expectation,  they  labor  violently, 
trembling  at  the  same  time  in 
every  joint,  through  fear  of  cer¬ 
tain  malicious  demons  who  are 
said  to  haunt  and  guard  such 
places.  At  length  a  mighty  hole  is 
dug  and  perhaps  several  cart¬ 
loads  of  earth  thrown  out;  but 
alas!  no  keg  or  iron  pot  is  found. 
No  seaman’s  chest  crammed  with 
Spanish  pistoles1  or  weighty 
pieces  of  eight! 

They  conclude  that  through 
some  mistake  in  the  procedure, 
some  rash  word  spoken,  or  some 
rule  of  art  neglected,  the  guardian 
spirit  had  power  to  sink  it  deeper 
into  the  earth  and  convey  it  out 
of  their  reach.  Yet  when  a  man 
is  once  infatuated  he  is  so  far 
from  being  discouraged  by  ill 
success  that  he  is  rather  animated 
to  double  his  industry,  and  will 
try  again  and  again  in  a  hundred 
different  places,  in  hopes  at  last 
of  meeting  with  some  lucky  hit 
that  shall  at  once  sufficiently 


perhaps  some  lately  opened.  Men, 
otherwise  of  very  good  sense, 
have  been  drawn  into  this  prac¬ 
tice  through  an  overweening  de¬ 
sire  of  sudden  wealth  and  easy 
credulity  of  what  they  so  ear¬ 
nestly  wished  might  be  true; 
while  the  rational  and  most  cer¬ 
tain  methods  of  acquiring  riches 
by  industry  and  frugality  are 
neglected  or  forgotten.  There 
seems  to  be  some  particular 
charm  in  the  conceit  of  finding 
money;  and  if  the  sands  of 
Schuylkill  were  so  much  mixed 
with  small  grains  of  gold  that  a 
man  might  in  a  day’s  time,  with 
care  and  application,  get  together 
to  the  value  of  half  a  crown,  I 
make  no  question  but  we  should 
find  several  people  employed 
there  that  can  with  ease  earn  five 
shillings  a  day  at  their  proper 
trades. 

Many  are  the  idle  stories  told 
of  the  private  successes  of  some 
people,  by  which  others  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  proceed;  and  the 
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astrologers,  with  whom  the  coun¬ 
try  swarms  at  this  time,  are 
either  in  the  belief  of  these  things 
themselves  or  find  their  advan¬ 
tage  in  persuading  others  to  be¬ 
lieve  them;  for  they  are  often 
consulted  about  the  critical  times 
for  digging,  the  methods  of 
laying  the  spirit,  and  the  like 
whimseys,  which  renders  them 
very  necessary  to  and  very  much 
caressed  by  the  poor,  deluded 
money-hunters. 

There  is  certainly  something 
very  bewitching  in  the  pursuit 
after  mines  of  gold  and  silver  and 
other  valuable  metals,  and  many 
have  been  ruined  by  it.  A  sea- 
captain  of  my  acquaintance  used 
to  blame  the  English  for  envying 
Spain  their  mines  of  silver,  and 
too  much  despising  or  overlooking 
the  advantages  of  their  own  in¬ 
dustry  and  manufactures.  “For 
my  part,”  says  he,  “I  esteem  the 
Banks  of  Newfoundland  to  be  a 
more  valuable  possession  than  the 
mountains  of  Potosi;1  and  when 
I  have  been  there  on  the  fishing 
account  have  looked  upon  every 
cod  pulled  up  into  the  vessel  as 
a  certain  quantity  of  silver  ore, 
which  only  required  carrying  to 
the  next  Spanish  port  to  be  coined 
into  pieces  of  eight;  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  national  profit  of  fitting 


out  and  employing  such  a  number 
of  ships  and  seamen.” 

Let  honest  Peter  Buckram,  who 
has  long  without  success  been  a 
searcher  after  hidden  money,  re¬ 
flect  on  this  and  be  reclaimed 
from  that  unaccountable  folly. 
Let  him  consider  that  every  stitch 
he  takes  when  he  is  on  his  shop- 
board  is  picking  up  part  of  a 
grain  of  gold  that  will  in  a  few 
days’  time  amount  to  a  pistole; 
and  let  Faber  think  the  same  of 
every  nail  he  drives  or  every 
stroke  with  his  plane.  Such 
thoughts  may  make  them  indus¬ 
trious,  and,  in  consequence,  in 
time  they  may  be  wealthy.  But 
how  absurd  it  is  to  neglect  a 
certain  profit  for  such  a  ridiculous 
whimsey;  to  spend  whole  days  at 
the  George*  in  company  with  an 
idle  pretender  to  astrology,  con¬ 
triving  schemes  to  discover  what 
was  never  hidden,  and  forgetful 
how  carelessly  business  is  man¬ 
aged  at  home  in  their  absence;  to 
leave  their  wives  and  a  warm  bed 
at  midnight  (no  matter  if  it  rain, 


’Potosi  was  the  largest  Spanish  silver 
mine  in  America,  supplying  the  bullion 
for  an  immense  coinage  at  the  Potosi 
Mint  and  a  good  portion  of  the  bullion  for 
the  Lima  Mint.  It  is  located  in  Alto  Peru, 
not  Bolivia. 

2The  name  of  a  Tavern. 
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hail,  snow,  or  blow  a  hurricane, 
provided  that  be  the  critical  hour) 
and  fatigue  themselves  with  the 
violent  exercise  of  digging  for 
what  they  shall  never  find,  and 
perhaps  getting  a  cold  that  may 
cost  their  lives,  or  at  least  dis¬ 
ordering  themselves  so  as  to  be 
fit  for  no  business  besides  for 
some  days  after.  Surely  this  is 
nothing  less  than  the  most  egre¬ 
gious  folly  and  madness. 

I  shall  conclude  with  the  words 
of  my  discreet  friend  Agricola, 
of  Chester  County,  when  he  gave 
his  son  a  good  plantation.  “My 
son,”  said  he,  “I  give  thee  now  a 
valuable  parcel  of  land;  I  assure 
thee  I  have  found  a  considerable 
quantity  of  gold  by  digging  there; 
thee  may  do  the  same;  but  thee 
must  carefully  observe  this,  never 
dig  more  than  plow-deep.” 


SINGLE  COINS 
or  COLLECTIONS 


Purchased  or  sold  on  your  behalf 

Coins  valued  $50  or  over  acceptable. 
We  are  particularly  interested  in  Eng¬ 
lish  coins,  also  German  19th  and  20th 
century  coins. 


Enquiries  please,  to: 

NICK  PARKER  ENTERPRISES 

HOTEL  RUSSELL,  RUSSELL  SQUARE 
LONDON  W.C.I.,  ENGLAND 
Telephone:  TERminus  6470 

Cables:  PARKER  RUSSOTEL  LONDON 

TELEX  2461 5— PARKER 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  liressett,  F.R.N.S. 


THE  YEAR  THE  FEORINS  RAN  OUT 


During  the  Christmas  season 
an  estimated  £100  million  in 
notes  and  coins  were  pumped  into 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  annual  spending  spree  in 
England.  As  usual  a  shortage  of 
coins  was  apparent,  for,  unlike 
notes  which  can  be  quickly 
printed,  distributed  and  then  can¬ 
celled  afterwards,  the  demand  for 
coin  has  to  be  met  from  stocks 
built  up  during  the  year.  As  one 
bank  put  it,  “Demand  for  coin 
from  branches  runs  at  three  times 
our  current  intake.” 

The  cost  of  distributing  cash, 
met  almost  entirely  by  the  banks, 
and  the  immobilized  funds  repre¬ 
sented  by  stocks  are  strong  dis¬ 
incentives  to  building  up  large 
reserves.  But  the  real  problem  is 
not  the  overall  shortage  but  the 
unpredictable  demand  for  par¬ 
ticular  denominations,  and  this  is 
where  the.  banks  have  to  ration. 
In  1964  the  shortage  was  six¬ 
pences;  last  year  it  was  two- 
shilling  pieces. 

After  a  slack  year  in  1964 
florins  have  been  gaining  in  popu¬ 
larity  through  the  year.  One  of 
the  explanations  is  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  more  two-shilling  meters 
by  Electricity  and  Gas  Boards. 


But  the  big  problem  is  that  many 
employers — notably  the  National 
Coal  Board,  the  Air  Force  and 
some  dockyard  authorities — make 
their  pay  packets  up  to  the  near¬ 
est  two  bob;  and  the  shortage 
has  become  so  acute  that  the 
banks  are  trying  to  persuade 
them  to  stop  it. 

Shillings  on  the  other  hand,  in 
spite  of  their  habit  of  disappear¬ 
ing  in  the  cold  weather,  are  in 
plentiful  supply:  according  to  one 
bank,  it  has  more  shillings  in 
stock  than  all  other  denominations 
put  together.  There  are  in  fact 
over  1,000  million  shillings  in 
existence,  second  only  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  sixpences.  The  problem  is 
getting  them  into  circulation. 
They  are  not  popular  for  use  as 
change  in  shops:  it  takes  longer 
to  count  out  shillings  than  flor¬ 
ins — and  so  they  do  not  get  into 
circulation  that  way  (shops  and 
big  stores  usually  give  out  more 
coin  in  change  than  they  take  in). 
The  Mint  has  recently  written  to 
chambers  of  commerce  asking 
them  to  urge  their  members  to 
ask  for  shillings  at  the  banks — 
and  the  quicker  the  Electricity 
and  Gas  Boards  empty  thmr 
meters,  the  better. 
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Another  coin  in  short  supply  is 
the  threepenny  bit.  “We  could 
put  out  eight  or  ten  times  the 
number  we  have  got,”  one  bank 
said.  But  it  is  a  mystery  where 
they  go:  probably  most  of  them 
are  locked  up  in  telephone-boxes 
for  two  or  three  days.  But  the 
real  mystery  of  the  year  is  half¬ 
pennies.  For  years  the  demise  of 
the  halfpenny  has  been  predicted 
as  a  result  of  inflation  (the  half¬ 
penny  itself  costs  more  than  its 
face  value  to  produce).  But  the 
Mint  produced  millions  and  de¬ 
mand  is  still  going  strong.  Change 
giving  machines  are  no  doubt 
some  of  the  trouble,  and  a  half¬ 
penny  on  a  pint  of  bitter  has  its 
effects. 

Pennies  too  are  popular — and 
this  cannot  be  entirely  explained 
by  the  export  trade  to  satisfy 
American  coin  collectors.  Numis¬ 
matics  has  blossomed  in  England, 


Recent  Arrivals 
in  Modern  Foreign 


Colombia  20c,  50c  CN  1965  Gaitan 

commemorative,  unc.  set  .  1.00 

Czechoslovakia  3  kr  1965 

CN  new  type  unc . 75 

Czechoslovakia  I0K  1965  Huss, 
prooflike  in  round  plastic  box 

as  issued  . 5.00 

Same,  usual  unc.  issue,  no  box  .  3.00 

Poland  10  gr.,  I  zl  1965  unc . 70 

Rhodesia-Nyasaland  Id, 

3d  1963,  unc . 40 

South  Africa,  2,  5,  I0£  1965,  one  in 
English,  one  in  Afrikaans, 

both  sets  .  1.60 

So  Arabia  1964  proof  set  in  case  ..  .  9.75 

same  set,  unc.  no  case  .  1.25 

Sudan  2  piastres  1963,  larger  size 

than  the  1956  variety,  unc . 30 

Sweden  1965  mint  set 

I,  2,  5,  10,  25,  50  ore,  I,  2  kr.  unc.  1.75 
Maidive  Islands  I960  proof  set  in 
case,  I,  2,  5,  10,  25,  50  laris, 


scarce  . . .  35.00 

My  semi-annual  Stock  List  is  ready,  and 
I'll  be  glad  to  send  it  along  with  the 
current  monthly  list  of  foreign.  No 

^LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldq. 
Davenport,  Iowa,  52801 


and  fuel  to  the  fire  has  been 
added  through  the  introduction 
of  Churchill  crowns.  No  one  seems 
to  have  decided  whether  this  coin 
was  actually  intended  for  daily 
use — the  Halsbury  committee  on 
decimal  coinage  suggested  that 
no  five  shilling  piece  should  he 
struck,  as  a  precaution  against 
eventual  decimalization.  So  far 
indications  are  that  the  crowns 
are  being  hoarded  (incidentally 
helping  the  credit  squeeze  to  the 
tune  of  some  millions).  But  with 
thirteen  million  already  on  order 
and  minting  going  on  at  the  rate 
of  one  million  a  week,  they  are 
unlikely  ever  to  gain  in  value. 

A  strong  contributing  factor  to 
the  shortage  of  copper  is  the 
rising  cost  of  distribution.  It  is 
more  economic  to  shift  in  large 
amounts — it  cost  £20  to  shift 
£500  of  copper  to  the  Midlands 
but  £4  10s.  to  send  £10  of  half¬ 
pennies  to  a  pub  in  Devon — and 
so  more  and  more  is  being  held 
in  the  pipeline.  But  the  high  costs 
also  mean  a  strong  incentive  not 
to  shift  the  copper  at  all. 

In  the  summer  months  all  coin 
tends  to  migrate  with  the  vaca¬ 
tioners  to  the  coastal  resorts.  The 
silver  comes  back,  but  the  copper 
tends  to  stick:  the  branches  know 
that  in  the  spring  the  pier  com¬ 
pany  or  Butlins  will  be  on  to  them 
for  pennies,  and  it’s  as  much  as 
the  inland  branches  can  do  to 
persuade  them  to  lend  it  hack  for 
the  winter  and  the  Christmas 
trade. 

Other  movements  remain  unex¬ 
plained :  Brighton,  for  instance, 
sends  silver  hack  throughout  the 
year,  but  no  one  knows  how  it 
gets  there.  And  one  bank  pumps 
half  a  million  pounds’  worth  of 
coin  into  Birmingham  each  year — 
but  none  comes  back. 
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The  First  Shrapnel 

by  James  McGregor 


Did  you  know  that  coins  may 
have  been  involved  in  the  first  use 
of  shrapnel?  The  following  tale 
is  probably  apocryphal,  but  then 
again,  it  just  might  be  true. 
If  so,  coins  can  be  credited  (or 
blamed)  with  playing  a  big  part 
in  the  development  of  this  fear¬ 
some  instrument  of  warfare. 

It  seems,  so  ttje  story  goes,  that 
early  in  the  sixteenth  century  a 
group  of  English  soldiers  was 


Well,  the  battle  did  not  start 
off  too  well  for  the  English,  and 
in  no  time  at  all,  a  large  body  of 
enemy  troops  had  broken  through 
and  were  heading  for  the  hill 
where,  word  had  leaked  out,  a 
huge  treasure  was  waiting  for 
them. 

The  attackers  came  charging  up 
the  hill,  and  were  met  with  a 
storm  of  arrows  and  spears  from 
the  soldiers  on  top.  However, 


assigned  to  guard  the  army  pay¬ 
roll  while  the  battle  was  in  prog¬ 
ress.  They  were  stationed  on  top 
of  a  hill  about  a  mile  behind  the 
lines,  and  ordered  to  guard  the 
heavy  chest  of  copper  and  silver 
coins  with  their  lives.  The  gen¬ 
eral  distrusted  the  new  weapon 
called  cannon,  of  which  he  had 
two,  so  he  left  these  also  with  the 
guard  detail,  along  with  a  few 
cannonballs  and  a  supply  of  gun¬ 
powder. 


since  the  attacking  force  outnum¬ 
bered  the  defenders  thirty  to  one, 
this  fusillade  merely  slowed  them 
down  a  bit. 

The  captain  on  top  of  the  hill, 
desperate  at  seeing  the  odds  so 
much  against  him,  and  being  an 
enterprising  soul,  had  the  two 
new  fangled  cannons  moved  into 
place,  loaded,  and  with  a  tre¬ 
mendous  bang  followed  by  fun¬ 
nels  of  smoke,  both  were  fired. 

The  advancing  enemy  soldiers 
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stopped,  but  more  in  surprise  at 
all  the  noise  than  because  of  any 
great  damage  caused  by  the  can¬ 
nonballs.  True,  three  or  four  men 
had  been  bowled  over,  but  the 
arrows  from  the  top  had  claimed 
a  greater  toll  than  this. 

Again  the  cannons  thundered. 
Only  two  men  were  put  out  of 
action  this  time,  and  the  upward 
rush  of  the  attackers  resumed. 
Twice  again  the  cannons  roared 
with  little  effect,  then  the  defend¬ 
ing  captain  discovered  he  had  run 
out  of  cannonballs.  Plenty  of  pow¬ 
der,  but  no  shot. 

Well,  as  we  mentioned  earlier, 
this  officer  was  a  desperate  and 
resourceful  man.  As  the  arrows 
and  javelins  of  the  foe  flew  past 
him,  he  had  an  inspiration.  His 
cannons  were  loaded  with  gun¬ 
powder,  but  there  was  no  shot 
remaining  to  put  into  them.  Or 
was  there? 

Summoning  two  of  his  men,  he 
dashed  over  to  the  chest  of  glit¬ 
tering  money.  They  filled  their 
hands  with  silver  and  copper 
coins,  and  ran  back  to  the  can¬ 
nons.  The  captain  threw  his  coins 
into  the  cannon  mouth  and  bade 
his  soldiers  do  likewise. 

Seizing  a  flaming  torch,  he 
jumped  to  the  rear  of  the  nearest 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  April  issue,  changes 
of  address  must  reach  WHITMAN 
NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  before 
March  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


cannon.  Glancing  in  front  of  the 
barrel,  he  saw  that  the  long  rows 
of  the  enemy  were  almost  to  the 
top  of  the  hill.  Then  he  laid  his 
torch  on  the  touch  hole. 

There  was  a  mighty  boom,  then 
another  boom  as  the  other  cannon 
fired.  He  could  see  nothing  until 
the  clouds  of  smoke  cleared,  then 
his  jaw  dropped  in  astonishment 
as  the  scene  in  front  was  revealed. 

Gone  were  the  oncoming  ranks 
of  the  enemy.  Only  the  backs  of 
a  few  survivors  were  visible  as 
they  scurried  down  the  hill.  The 
rest  of  the  attacking  force,  walk¬ 
ing  right  into  the  hail  of  small 
coin  projectiles,  had  been  mowed 
down  like  grass  before  a  scythe. 

Later,  cannon  became  more  ef¬ 
fective  in  warfare  as  nails,  scrap- 
iron,  rocks,  chains,  and  every¬ 
thing  imaginable  was  loaded  into 
their  muzzles  and  fired  against 
foot  soldiers.  But  coins,  if  our 
story  is  true,  were  first. 


“ All  right  now.  Who’s  been  mak¬ 
ing  these  misstruck  coins?” 


PAGE  210 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MARCH,  1966 


The  Private  Tokens  of  Lower  Canada 


The  Britannia-eagle  token  of  1815. 


The  success  of  the  Wellington 
tokens,  described  in  last  month’s 
Journal,  encouraged  others  to  im¬ 
port  and  issue  private  tokens. 
The  first  were  the  Britannia- 
eagle  tokens  of  1813  (Charlton 
230b)  issued  by  a  Boston  mer¬ 
chant  who  settled  in  Montreal  in 
1813.  The  tokens  were  struck  in 
England  over  Bristol  halfpennies, 
and  were  so  well  received  that 
imitations  soon  appeared.  The 
imitations  are  lighter  in  weight 
and  of  inferior  workmanship,  and 
are  dated  1813,  1814,  and  1815. 
The  common  variety  dated  1815 
is  plentiful  in  the  higher  grades 


of  condition.  It  was  once  con¬ 
sidered  extremely  rare,  but  in 
1900  a  barrel  of  them  was  found 
in  Philippsburg,  Quebec,  during 
the  demolition  of  an  old  store.  All 
the  red  uncirculated  specimens 
originate  from  this  hoard. 

Next  comes  the  Montreal  Ro¬ 
pery  token  (Charlton  39).  This 
piece  was  issued  in  1824,  shortly 
before  the  firm  changed  hands. 
The  token  being  in  use  only  a 
short  time,  it  is  very  rare.  In 
1825  the  first  Bust  &  Harp  tokens 
appeared  (Charlton  248b).  These 
bear  on  the  obverse  a  bust  of 
George  IV,  and  on  the  reverse  a 


Montreal  Ropery  token  (Charlton  number  39). 
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Harp  token  of  1820  (Charlton  number  248). 


harp  and  the  date  1825.  They 
were  struck  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  on 
Canadian  order.  In  1825  the  gov¬ 
ernment  passed  an  act  forbid¬ 
ding  the  further  importation  of 
private  tokens.  The  coiners,  on 
learning  of  this,  altered  the  date 
on  the  die  to  1820  and  completed 
the  order,  and  the  coins  were 
smuggled  into  the  colony.  The 
original  Bust  &  Harp  tokens  in 
copper  thus  show  three  varieties 
— the  issue  of  1825,  which  is  rare; 
the  1825  altered  to  1820,  which  is 
very  rare;  and  the  relatively 
common  issue  of  1820. 

So  popular  were  these  coins 
among  the  Irish  immigrants  to 
Lower  Canada  that  they  were 
extensively  imitated  in  brass.  All 


lectors,  and  forgers  appeared  to 
satisfy  the  demand  for  this  coin. 
They  altered  the  dates  on  brass 
specimens  to  1825  to  sell  as  orig¬ 
inals.  The  fraud  was  soon  dis¬ 
covered,  for  the  originals  are  in 
copper,  struck  from  dies  quite 
different  from  those  of  any  of  the 
brass  tokens  used  to  fake  the 
1825. 

A  few  undated  pieces  appeared 
between  1828  and  1837.  These  in¬ 
clude  the  tokens  of  Francis  Mul¬ 
lins  &  Son,  J.  Shaw  &  Co.,  and 
T.  S.  Brown  &  Co.  The  Mullins 
token  (Charlton  38)  was  struck 
in  1828  on  very  thin  flans.  The 
firm  never  existed,  for  the  son  did 
not  enter  into  partnership  as  was 
expected.  Shaw  &  Co.  were  a 


The  Francis  Mullins  token. 


twenty-two  varieties  listed  by 
Courteau  are  dated  1820  to  evade 
the  law.  They  were  issued  in  such 
enormous  quantities  that  they 
quickly  became  a  nuisance.  The 
rarity  of  the  copper  token  of  1825 
was  very  soon  perceived  by  col- 


hardware  firm  located  in  the  city 
of  Quebec.  T.  S.  Brown,  a  hard¬ 
ware  merchant  of  Montreal,  was 
a  rebel  of  1837.  After  the  rebel¬ 
lion  was  put  down,  he  fled  to  the 
United  States,  where  he  remained 
till  the  amnesty  of  1814.  Another 
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Un  Sou  token  of  J.  Roy 


well  known  undated  token  is  the 
sou  of  J.  Roy,  another  rebel  of 
1837.  His  token  (Charlton  53)  is 
scarce,  but  would  have  been 
scarcer  had  a  journeyman  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  coiners  signed  a 
pledge  of  temperance.  This  indi¬ 
vidual  ran  off  a  few  sous  from  the 
dies  whenever  he  needed  beer 
money.  He  might  never  have  been 
discovered  if  he  had  taken  care  to 
use  flans  of  the  same  size  and 
weight  as  the  originals.  The  “sup¬ 
plementary”  issue  was  on  thinner 
flans,  and  on  their  appearance 
Mr.  Roy  had  to  call  in  and  re¬ 
deem  his  tokens  to  save  his  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  honest  merchant. 

Some  tokens,  despite  the  law  of 
1825,  were  dated  after  that  year. 
James  Duncan  of  Montreal  issued 
halfpenny  tokens  dated  1830  and 
1841  with  only  the  value  on  one 
side  and  CANADA  and  the  date 
on  the  other  (Charlton  28a). 
These  tokens  were  circulated 
later  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
when  Duncan  left  Montreal  to 
settle  there.  The  Molson  token  of 


1837  is  another.  Of  good  weight, 
this  token  (Charlton  37)  was  de¬ 
signed  by  Jean  Marie  Arnault. 
Its  reverse  type  is  a  “mirror- 
image”  of  a  token  issued  in  Perth, 
Scotland,  in  1797.  Because  the 
Habitant  tokens  were  issued  the 
same  year,  Molson’s  token  is 


James  Duncan’s  halfpenny. 


scarce,  all  other  tokens  being  re¬ 
placed  by  the  Habitants. 

About  1832  Joseph  Tiffin,  a 
Montreal  grocer,  imported  the 
Bust  &  Commerce  tokens  from 
England.  These  are  a  series  of 
pennies  and  halfpennies  of  excel¬ 
lent  fabric,  struck  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  England,  in  1812  and  1813 
(Charlton  195  &  196.)  They  were 


The  Molson  token  of  1837. 
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1812  one  penny  token  issued  by  Joseph  Tiffin. 


designed  by  Thomas  Halliday. 
Their  obverse  bears  a  bust  of 
George  III  in  an  oak  wreath, 
with  a  female  figure  symbolical  of 
commerce,  seated,  on  the  reverse, 
with  value  and  date.  These  coins 
were  very  popular,  especially  the 
halfpennies.  The  halfpennies  were 
extensively  imitated  in  brass 
(Charlton  19Gb  and  197)  and  in 
copper  (Charlton  196a).  The 
copper  imitations,  all  fairly  com¬ 


mon,  are  of  good  workmanship. 
The  brass  ones  vary  considerably 
in  style,  some  being  very  good  and 
others  crude.  There  are  some  rare 
die  combinations,  especially  of 
Charlton  197.  These  brass  imita¬ 
tions  quickly  became  a  nuisance, 
and,  together  with  the  Bust  & 
Harp  brass  tokens,  cursed  the 
economy  of  the  colony  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  before  steps  were 
taken  to  straighten  things  out. 


Varieties  of  Tiffin’s  halfpenny  tokens  (Charlton  196a  and  197). 
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l/1n4^44>cuf,a+t  Coin  SluvUatfe 
Z 7  £e<jfi4el 


New  Fractional  Paper  Money 
Issue  of  50  Centesimos 

by  Ernesto  O.  Araujo  Villa  {'ran 
(translated  from  the  Spanish) 


In  my  last  article  which  covered  the  necessity  money  circulating  in 
Uruguay  during  1965  (Whitman  Numismatic  Journal,  February,  1966) 
there  was  mentioned  the  possibility  that,  as  the  case  may  require,  an 
issue  of  paper  money  in  the  50  Centesimos  denomination  would  have  to 
be  used.  Now  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  through  the  Department  of 


PAOAWA  At  **O«TA0O8  *  A  LA  VifcTA 


027012 


027012 


MON'fKVIDKO 

Icy  oe  2  D£  Eke»o 
DC  <93& 


MONE0A  fcAOOHAL 


Sira  r.u  im  kwihmim  oki.  hamro  »k  i.a 
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Emission  has  placed  these  notes  in  circulation  so  that  items  such  as 
caramels,  gum  and  medication  would  not  have  to  serve  as  a  means  of 
exchange. 

The  emission  of  paper  money  referred  to  here  will  consist  of  10 
million  pieces  to  be  made  at  the  Casa  de  Moneda  de  Chile.  The  total 
face  value  will  be  5  million  Pesos;  the  first  shipment  consisted  of  1 
million  pieces  and  others  will  follow  until  the  total  amount  has  been 
made  and  distributed  in  Uruguay. 

Referring  to  the  bill  itself,  the  face  side  consists  of  a  light  green 
print  on  white  paper  with  a  background  in  the  center  part  of  the  bill  of 
light  orange  in  two  shades.  Serial  numbers  are  in  red.  The  back  is 
basically  the  same  in  color.  The  design  of  the  face  side  has  in  the 
center  a  portrait  of  General  Artigas,  while  the  back  has  the  arms  of 
Uruguay  in  the  center.  Size  of  the  note  is  125  x  60  millimeters.  At  the 
bottom  on  the  face  side  is  the  designation  “Casa  de  Moneda  de  Chile,” 
indicating  where  the  notes  were  printed. 

The  cost  of  printing  and  distributing  each  note  is  20  centesimos;  17 
for  the  total  cost  of  production  and  three  for  transportation  from 
Santiago  to  Montevideo  by  air. 

Finally,  it  should  be  stated  that  these  bills  are  not  intended  for  an 
extended  life  in  circulation.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  of 
Emission  to  retire  them  as  soon  as  coined  money  now  in  preparation  at 
the  Chilean  Mint  is  ready  for  distribution. 

Montevideo,  December  6,  1965 


LATEST  EDITION 
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Paper  Money 

Ouen^L^ilyiti 


by  Arthur  Matz 


(Continued  from  February) 

EUROPE 

The  scope  of  European  over¬ 
prints  is  a  wide,  ranging  one,  in 
amount  and  times  used.  They  can 
be  found  covering  the  continent 
from  Portugal  to  Russia  and  from 
the  early  1800’s  until  today.  An 
early  use  of  overprinting  was  in 
Portugal,  lasting  from  1800  to 
1817,  when  notes  first  issued  in 
1798  and  1799  had  anywhere  from 
a  few  to  over  ten  seals  with  new 
dates  added.  In  1876  the  Ottoman 
Empire  used  a  validating  seal 
printed  in  French.  Both  of  these 
early  overprints  were  used  to  at- 


Portugal — Validation  overprints  on  a  note 
issued  originally  in  1798. 


Siberia — Overprinted  note  for  use  in  the 
Baikal  region,  1918. 


Germany — Inflation  overprint  of  1923,  500 
Billion  Mark  on  a  note  originally  intended 
for  issue  earlier  that  year  as  5000  Mark. 

test  to  the  validity  of  the  notes 
they  were  added  to,  often  the  only 
way  to  assure  that  such  notes 
were  legally  issued  because  of  the 
political  turmoil.  Indication  of  the 
strength  of  her  currency  was 
demonstrated  by  Bulgaria  in  1885 
by  adding  “ZLATO”  (gold)  to  her 
notes. 

Not  until  World  War  I  were 
overprints  extensively  resorted  to, 
and  then  only  to  meet  the  short¬ 
ages  created  by  military  occupa¬ 
tion  and  the  natural  disruptions 
of  wartime.  During  the  occupation 
of  Serbia  and  Montenegro  by 
Austria  -  Hungary,  the  military 
overprinted  notes  in  its  name  as 
the  new  issuing  authority.  To 
alleviate  the  coin  shortage,  Fiume 
(along  with  many  other  cities) 
overprinted  Austria  -  Hungary 
notes  issued  between  1902-1916. 
Out  of  the  upheavals  of  war  came 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917, 
and  with  it  came  several  thousand 
notes.  Among  them  were  a  few 
notes  with  validating  seals,  and  in 
Siberia  even  bonds  and  coupons 
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Ottoman  Empire  —  Validation  seal  in 
French  language,  1877. 


were  overprinted  with  text  and 
values  for  use  as  currency.  With 
the  end  of  the  war  many  new 
nations  were  created,  as  was  the 
need  for  new  currencies.  At  first 
this  need  was  met  by  using  over¬ 
prints.  Notes  of  old  Austria- 
Hungary  had  special  seals  added; 
such  notes  served  as  the  first 
currency  for  the  separate  states 
of  Austria,  Hungary  and  Romania. 
Inflation  often  follows  a  war,  and 
German  overprints  show  just 
how  far  a  currency’s  value  can 
plunge.  Both  government  and 
private  notes  had  their  values 
changed,  in  some  cases  from  thou¬ 
sands  to  millions  and  billions. 

During  the  interwar  period 
events  were  less  than  stable,  a 
perfect  setting  for  overprints.  In 
1924  Bulgaria  was  compelled  to 
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Poland — Inflation  issue  of  500,000  Marks,  dated  1923.  In  1924,  some  of  these  were 
cut  apart,  with  each  piece  being  overprinted  as  One  Grosz  (equal  to  One  Cent). 
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prohibit  the  export  of  her  notes; 
a  suitable  overprint  limited  their 
circulation  to  Bulgaria  alone — 
just  one  instance  of  attempts  by 
European  countries  to  strengthen 
their  currencies  and  prevent  spec¬ 
ulation. 

Most  governments  during  this 
time  changed  by  other  means  than 


Malta — Two  Shillings  of  1918  revalued  as 
One  Shilling,  overprinted  around  1940. 


Estonia — 100  Marka  of  1923  revalued  as 
One  Kroon. 


Greece — 100  Drachmai  of  1939  revalued 
as  1000  Drachmai. 


elections,  and  an  overprint  was 
used  because  of  one  such  change. 
After  deposing  the  Spanish  mon¬ 
archy,  notes  of  the  Banco  De 
Espana,  1931,  were  overprinted 
with  the  name  of  the  Provisional 
Government.  Spain  and  her  civil 
war  were  a  prelude  to  the  Second 
World  War*  and  overprints  were 
just  one  example  of  what  was  to 
follow.  The  usual  coin  shortage 
which  ensued  was  partially  met 
by  overprints.  To  spread  ideas  in 
the  easiest  manner  possible,  notes 
had  propaganda  messages  added. 

Though  most  European  notes 
issued  for  regular,  military,  and 
occupational  use  were  printed  by 
usual  means  and  planned  for  in 


advance,  some  overprints  were 
needed  as  well.  It  was  shortly 
before  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  that  such  notes  saw  any 
major  use.  As  an  example,  for  her 
occupation  of  Slovakia  in  1939, 
Germany  overprinted  a  number  of 
Czechoslovakian  notes.  These  were 
used  only  as  stopgap  measures 
and  were  soon  replaced  by  regu¬ 
larly  designed  notes. 

As  with  past  wars,  World  War 
II  also  brought  about  military 
notes,  and  naturally,  more  over¬ 
prints.  In  1948  the  Western  Allies 
added  a  large  “B”  to  military  cur¬ 
rency,  for  use  in  Berlin,  to  the 
notes  used  by  the  occupying 
powers.  This  acted  not  only  as  a 
validating  seal  but  also  limited 
these  notes  to  use  in  the  Western 


Bohemia  and  Moravia — Nazi  overprint  on 
regular  note  of  Czechoslovakia. 


sectors  of  the  city.  The  vouchers 
issued  by  Britain  for  her  troops 
in  Europe  were  overprinted  to 
limit  their  use  to  canteens,  an 
emergency  measure  until  a  dis¬ 
tinct  issue  was  prepared.  These 
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Slovakia — Nazi  overprint  on  regular  note  of  Czechoslovakia,  made  about  1940. 


issued  in  huge  amounts  well  into 
the  early  1960’s,  with  the  same 
course  adapted  to  the  issues  for 
the  overseas  departments  and 
some  colonies  until  just  recently. 

Specially  printed  notes,  from 
original  plates,  had  text  added 


Berlin — West  German  note  overprinted 
and  perforated  for  use  in  West  Berlin, 
1948. 


French  Colonies — Revaluation  as  1  New 
Franc,  1960. 

are  the  latest  examples  of  over¬ 
printed  military  notes  caused  by 
war;  perhaps  they  will  be  the 
issues  that  bring  this  series  to  a 
close. 

The  most  recent  European  over¬ 
prints  were  also  those  issued  most 
extensively.  When  France  re¬ 
valued  her  currency  in  19(50  to 
combat  inflation,  the  first  notes  to 
bear  the  new  values  were,  as 
usual,  overprints.  These  were 


Specializing  in 
Coins  of 
The  Philippines 


Want  Lists 
Given  Careful 
Attention 


A-43  Aldo  P.  Basso 

/  U-A-^  132  W.  25th  Ave., 

San  Mateo,  Calif.  94403 


PAGE  220 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  MARCH,  1966 


Latvia — Advertising  overprint  made  by  a 
private  individual,  using  a  1000  Rouble 
note  of  the  Russian  Revolution. 

to  commemorate  several  special 
events,  mostly  numismatic  exhibi¬ 
tions,  held  in  Hungary  from  1948 
to  as  recently  as  1964.  The  notes 
used  most  often  were  the  Kossuth 
1848  notes,  notes  of  the  1920’s  and 
1930’s,  and  inflation  issues  of 
1945-46.  As  this  testifies,  over¬ 
prints  can  be  used  for  purposes 
ranging  from  the  most  disrupting 
to  the  most  peaceful. 

This  cross  section  of  overprints 
shows  the  wide  variety  and  high 
interest  that  can  he  found  in  such 
notes.  For  every  example  cited, 


Vietnam — Regular  South  Vietnam  issue 
overprinted  for  use  at  a  repatriation  cen¬ 
ter  for  Viet  Cong  prisoners. 

very  many  more  went  without 
mention.  In  fact,  so  many  exist 
that  no  detailed  catalog  could  con¬ 
tain  them  all.  Change  is  the  intent 
of  an  overprint,  whether  as  a  pre¬ 
determined  policy  or  as  a  result 
of  an  emergency.  Overprints  serve 
many  purposes,  and  one  of  the 
most  important  is  enjoyment  and 
interest  for  the  collector. 


MEXICAN  COINS 

SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 
S.N.M.  -  83-A  ANA  47228 

COLONIAL  COINS 

Dates  of  my  choice.  VF  Condition 


1.  Real— Philip  II— Cob . $  2.50 

PILLAR  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  King  and  date  of  my  choice 
%  Rl.  $2.50,  2  Rls.  12.00,  8  Rls .  33.00 

BUST  TYPE 

Fine  Condition.  Dates  of  my  choice 
Charles  III— %  R.  2.20,  2  Rls.  $6. 

8  Rls .  17.50 

Charles  IIII— 1792/1804— %  Rl.  2.40. 

1  Rl.  3.60,  8  Rls .  8.00 

Ferdinand  VII—  V2  Rl.  2.00,  8  Rls .  7.50 

BALANCE  SCALES 

Mints  and  dates  of  my  choice.  F/VF  Cond. 
0.25  2.00,  0.50  2.50,  1.00  .  6.50 

REPUBLIC 

Dates  of  my  choice 
8  Rls.  Mexico,  Guanajuato  and  Za¬ 
catecas,  Very  Fine.  Each  .  2.50 

8  Rls.  Chihuahua,  Culiacan,  Durango, 

and  Potosi.  Very  Fine.  Each .  4.00 

8  Rls.  Hermosillo,  Alamos  and  Guada¬ 
lajara.  Fine.  Each  .  6.00 

8  Rls.  Oaxaca,  Fine.  Each  .  10.00 

The  eleven  Mints  for  .  42.50 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS  MEXICANOS 

10  Centavos  (copper)  F — Large .  3.50 

20  Centavos  (copper)  VF — Large  .  3.00 


50  Centavos  (silver)  EF.  1906/17  .85, 

1919  Ty.II  $2;  1935  .80;  1943/5  .60; 

1950  .30;  1959  (bronze)  BU  .20; 

Rare  dates  1938  Fine  18.00;  1942  VF  2.50 
1  Peso  (silver)  VF/EF.  1910  6.50; 

1911  and  1913  7.50;  L.  on  Horse, 

1918  Rad.  Cap.  4.50;  1919  Rad. 

Cap.  3.50;  1943/45  Rad.  Cap  .85; 

(set  pesos  Rad.  Cap.  1918/45,  nine¬ 
teen  coins  22.50) ;  1950  Morelos  .80; 


1957  Juarez  1.50;  1965  Morelos 

Brill.  Unc . 35 

2  Pesos  (silver)  Fine  1921  Comm,  of 

the  Independence  .  10.00 

5  Pesos  (silver)  AU  1947/8  Cuauh¬ 
temoc  2.00;  1951/3  Hidalgo  1.50; 

1955/7  Hidalgo  .  1.00 

5  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF  1953 
Hidalgo  2.00;  1957  Juarez  3.50; 

1959  Carranza  .  1.80 

10  Pesos  (silver)  EF,  1955  Hidalgo  $3; 

1956  Hidalgo  .  2.50 

10  Pesos  Comm,  (silver)  EF/AU.  1957 
Juarez  13.50;  1960  Hidalgo  &  Ma- 

dero  .  2.50 

Onza  Troy — 1949  (silver)  Unc .  10.00 

MEXICAN  1965  SET 

1.00,  .50,  .20.  .05.  .01 

1  Set  with  holder  .  1.25 

50  Sets  without  holder  .  27.50 


All  kinds  of  Mexican  Colonial.  Republican. 
Revolutionary.  20tli  Century's  Coins  and 
medals.  Special  price  lists  for  dealers  and 
collectors.  For  special  dates  and  Mints  send 
your  want  list.  For  orders  under  $5.00  please 
add  50^  for  postage. 

Personal  check  with  order  will  be  accepted. 


SERGIO  TORRES  MARTINEZ 

Apdo.  Postal  M-7392  Mexico  1,  D.F. 
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(Continued  from  January) 


SYD  779  LUCIUS  CASSIUS  Q.f. 
(76  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Bacchus. 

Rev.,  Hd.  of  Libera 

This  moneyer  appears  to  have 
been  the  Lucius  Cassius  Longinus 
who  was  praetor  in  66  B.C.  and 
who  was  condemned  to  death  for 
having  been  a  sympathizer  of 
Cataline’s.  Bacchus  (or  Liber)  ap¬ 
pearing  upon  the  obverse  of  this 
coin,  and  Libera  his  wife,  refer  to 
the  construction  of  a  temple  to 
these  deities  in  493  B.C.  by  Spur- 
ius  Cassius,  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer.  This  gens  seems  to  have 


“0/  course  Vrti  happily  married l” 


taken  up  the  cause  of  the  plebs 
throughout  its  existence  and  the 
temple  mentioned  above  became 
the  sanctuary  of  Libertas  of  the 
plebs  where  the  decrees  of  the 
senate  were  deposited  for  exami¬ 
nation  by  the  tribunes  of  the 
people. 

SYD  774  MARCUS  VOLTEIUS 
M.f.  (76  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Jupiter.  Rev., 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus 

Very  little  is  known  about  this 
moneyer  although  he  could  have 
been  a  relation  of  the  Volteius 
who  struck  coins  in  81  B.C.  The 
great  scholar  Mommsen  had 
thought  that  the  five  types  of  this 
moneyer’s  coins  represented  the 
five  great  agonistic  festivals  an¬ 
nually  held  at  Rome.  (The  word 
AGONISTIC,  from  which  our  own 
word  AGONY  comes,  means  ex¬ 
treme  pain,  but  in  the  sense  of 
the  games  it  meant  extremely 
combative,  basically  in  athletic 
competition.)  This  coin  with  the 
head  of  Jupiter  on  its  obverse  and 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus 
on  the  reverse  commemorates 
the  ludi  Romani  .  .  .  the  Roman 
games. 
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SYD  775 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Hercules.  Rev., 
Erymanthian  boar 


Again  we  have  a  representation 
of  one  of  the  five  principal  agonis¬ 
tic  games  held  at  Rome,  in  this  in¬ 
stance  the  ludi  Plebii  .  .  .  the  Ple¬ 
beian  games.  Here  we  see  the 
young  Hercules  ©n  the  obverse  of 
the  coin  and,  on  the  reverse,  the 
Erymanthian  boar  which  Her¬ 
cules  slew  as  a  part  of  his  labors. 

SYD  778 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd.  of  Apollo.  Rev., 
Tripod  with  serpent  entwined 
around  center  leg 


The  ludi  Apollinares  .  .  .  games 
of  Apollo  .  .  .  are  represented  on 
this  denarius.  The  head  of  Apollo 
occupies  the  obverse  of  the  coin 
and  a  tripod  the  reverse.  It  is 
generally  felt  that  the  letters 
S.C.D.T.  on  the  reverse  mean 
senatus  consulto  de  thesauro  .  .  . 
liberally  meaning  that  funds  from 
the  treasury  (thesaurus)  were 
granted  by  the  senate  (for  con¬ 
ducting  the  games).  There  is, 
however,  some  objection  to  this 
interpretation  ...  at  least  by  one 
scholar  ...  on  the  basis  that  it 
was  unusual,  indeed,  for  funds  to 
be  taken  from  the  public  treasury 
for  such  purposes;  the  games 
usually  were  paid  for  by  private 
individuals. 


SYD  777 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Attis  (?).  Rev., 
Cybele  in  chariot  drawn 
by  two  lions. 


This  denarius  commemorates 
the  ludi  Megalensis,  the  games 
devoted  to  the  “great  mother.” 
The  great  mother  was  Cybele, 
mother  of  the  gods,  who  appears 
on  the  reverse  of  this  denarius 
in  her  chariot  which  is  pulled  by 
two  lions.  The  obverse  is  thought 
to  display  the  bust  of  Attis  (or 
Attys).  The  rather  ludicrous  myth 
concerning  Attis  has  already  been 
told  (see  Cornelius  Cetegus,  104 
B.C.) . 

(To  be  continued ) 


WHOLESALE 

SERVICE 

Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 

Write  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPHIA 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

902  Arc*li  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  . . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich’s 

Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 
Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 
H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 

Indianapolis 

L.  S.  Ayres 

Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 


New  Orleans 
Maison  Blanche 
New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 


Richmond 

Thalhimers 

St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 
May  Co. 

San  Francisco 
The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 


Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 


Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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CHOICE  WORLD  CROWNS 

Grading  symbols:  #  smaller  than  "dollar  size",  PL — Prooflike,  BP — Br  Proof 
GP— G  em  Proof.  Others  BU  if  not  indicated  otherwise. 


ANDORRA 

50  Dinars  I960  GP.  Limit  I  .  49.75 

50  Dinars  1963  GP.  Benlloch  . .  28  75 

50  Dinars  1964  GP.  Napoleon  . 28  75 


AUSTRIA 

Taler  1780  M.  Theresa.  GP  restrike  2.25 

Taler  1953  (I486).  Commemorates  the 
World's  First  dated  dollar.  Gem  27.50 


50  Schillings  Crowns: 

Hofer  1959.  YI0I  .  6.53 

Tyrol  1963.  YII0  GP  $12.50,  BU  .  3.75 

Olympics  1964  GP  .  4.50 

University  1965  .  3.75 

University  1965  Proof  Sets(4):  50-25-10- 
5  Schillings.  Gems,  In  Leather  case  13.50 
#25  Schillings  Crowns:  BU  BP 

National  Theatre  1955  6.50  Wtd. 

Mozart  1956  . 4.50  13.50 

Maria  Zell  1957  . 4.25  12.50 

Von  Welsbach  1958  . 3.75  Wtd. 

Prince  John  1959  3.75  Wtd. 

Carinth  Election  I960  .  3.75  Wtd. 

Burgenland  1961  .  —  7.50 

Brickner  1962  .  —  5.75 

Prince  Eugen  1963  .  —  4.75 

Grillparzer  1964  ..  —  2.95 

BERMUDA 

Crown  1959  Gem.  Plastic  case  and 

Historical  List  included  .  16  50 

Crown  1964  PL.  In  Box  . Write 

Crown  1964  BU  Nice,  Scarce  so  .  1.95 

Same,  BU,  light  scratch  or  so  1.25 

COLOMBIA 

Peso  1956.  Select,  first  strike  35.75 


DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

Peso  1952.  WR  3.  Only  20,000  struck  22.53 
Peso  1955.  "Trujillo".  Most  were  melted. 

BU,  light  scratch  or  so  $22.50,  Nice  29.53 


GHANA 

10  Shillings  1958  GP.  In  Box  . 10.50 

1958  Proof  Set(7).  In  Box. 

Nice  2/$62 .50  .  33.75 


GREAT  BRITAIN 

Trade  Dollars  for  Orient.  Legend  in 
-  languages. 

Dales  of  our  selection:  VF  to  Ex  Fine  4.50 
ExF-AU  $5.25,  About  Unc.  Choice  ....  5.95 


5  diff.  dates;  ExF  or  better 

5  diff.  dates,  Choice  AU 

Crown  1953.  In  Plastic.  Coro'n.  Year 
Crown  I960  BP.  In  Plastic.  For  the 
Naw  York  British  Trade  Fair 
JAPAN  OLYMPICS 

I.0C0  Yen  1964  plus  100  Yen. 

First  strikes  . 

. 23.50 

. 29.00 

4.25 

. 12.50 

10  50 

ISRAEL 

5  Pound  Crowns: 

BU 

BP 

10th  Anniversary  1958 

10.50 

Wtd. 

Return  of  Exiles  1959 

13.50 

29.50 

Dr.  Herzl  I960 

13.50 

27.00 

Bar  Mitzvah  1961  . 

.  21.00 

37.50 

Negev  1962  . 

19. CO 

27.00 

Seafaring  1963  . 

Write 

1 15.00 

Museum  1964  . 

19.00 

27.00 

Knesset  1965 

10.50 

Write 

Above  Set  of  Eight 

(Seafaring  BP) 

207.50 

Write 

MEXICO 

Railroad  Dollar  1950.  Nice 

1st  strike 

14.50 

10-5-1  Peso  Set.  Commemoratives. 

Y  75-77.  Special 

. 24.95 

PORTUGAL 

1,000  Reis  1899.  AU.  Y  24 

9.75 

1  Escudo  1910  AU.  Y  47 

8.00 

1  Escudo  1915  AU.  Y  51 

7.50 

Above  Set,  ExFine  to  Choice  AU. 

. 21.50 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

All  Proof  Like  "Beauties" — Set(5):  I960, 

1961,  1962,  1963,  1964.  ($65.00  Value.) 

Limit  I  set  . . 52.50 

Please  send  your  Want  List  for  prices  on 
single  dates  1892  to  1964. 

SWEDEN 

5  Kronor  1935.  Commemorative.  Y  60  6.50 

ZAMBIA 

BU  or  BP  Crowns - Soon - Please  write 


DR.  DAVENPORT  BOOKS 

All  three  are  in  stock — $12.50  each.  Name  in  Gold  FREE,  if  desired. 

Vol.  I  European  Crowns  &  Talers  Since  1800,  Vol.  II  European  Crowns 
1700-1800,  Vol.  Ill  German  Talers  1700-1800.  All  with  up-to-date  Valuations. 

TWO  GREAT  CATALOGUES 

1.  Greatest  Offering  (In  this  Century)  of  U.S.  Coins,  Currency  &  World  Coins.  84  pages. 

2.  108-Page  Supply  Catalogue — Everything  in  Numis-Accessories  and  Books  on  every  Series 
and  Subject  (369  books).  All  at  Bebee's  down-to-earth  prices  and  Service  that  has  no 
equal.  BOTH  $2.00  (Free  with,  or  Deductible  on  first  $25.00  order). 

Since  1940,  "Headquarters"  to  Thousands. 

Please  give  us  a  try — you'll  wonder  Why  you  didn't  sooner! 


"PRONTO  SERVICE" 

4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  your  letterhead  or  supply  proof 

that  you  are  an  established  Dealer. 
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it  worth? 


You  can’t  really  tell  the  value  of  a  coin  without  knowing  the 
average  market  price.  Yeoman’s  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins, 
popularly  known  as  the  Blue  Book,  provides  current  market  prices 
dealers  are  paying  across  the  nation  along  with  pertinent  facts  on 
all  U.S.  coins  1793  to  date.  Includes  help¬ 
ful  tips  on  collecting,  grading  and  preser¬ 
vation.  A  “must”  volume  for  beginners 
and  experts  alike.  At  your  hobby  dealer. 

THE  BLUE  BOOK 

1966,  23rd  edition 

$  1 00 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Racine,  Wis. 
WORLD’S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


